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PROPRIUM MISSARUM

Proper of
Masses OCD

n 16th July 2025, the Dicastery ap- e
proved the Editio typica altera of the
Proprium Missarum OCD.
Following its printing and initial
distribution, the official Latin text
is now available on our website: https://www.car-
melitaniscalzi.com/proprium-missarum-ocd-mis-
sale-lectionarium-latino/
Those wishing to obtain both volumes (Missal + Lec-
tionary) in altar edition may contact the General Pos-
tulation. Translations into local languages are current-
ly under way in the various geographical regions.
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Vatican:

The Shrine of
Arenzano donates
a statue of the
Infant Jesus to the
Governorate

wooden statue of the Infant Jesus is now present
in the Church of Mary, Mother of the Family,
in the Governorate building. It was donated
by the community of the Discalced Carmel-
ites of the Shrine of Arenzano (Genoa). The
enthronement ceremony took place on Thursday after-
noon, March 26, in the presence of Cardinal Domenico
Calcagno, President Emeritus of the Administration
of the Patrimony of the Apostolic See, who also pre-
sided over the Holy Mass. Receiving the gift were
Sr. Raffaella Petrini, President of the Governorate
of the Vatican City State, and Archbishop Emilio
Nappa, Secretary General.
A delegation from the Shrine of the Infant Jesus was
present, led by Father Domenico Rossi, Vice Prior, Father
Pierluigi Canobbio, and Father Marco Cabula, Rector of
the Minor Seminary, together with some seminarians and
students from Genoa.
https://www.vaticanstate.va/en/news/3923-the-shrine-of-
arenzano-genoa-donates-a-wooden-statue-of-the-infant-jesus-
to-vatican-city-state.html
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EXPERIENCE OF HOLY
WEEK IN UKRAINE

Fr Miguel Marquez Calle OCD,
Superior Generat

uring Holy Week and on Easter

Sunday, I celebrated and prayed

with my brothers and sisters in

Ukraine, in communion with

the whole Order and with the
entire Ukrainian people. On Tuesday 31st
March, I met part of the community of the
Discalced Carmelite nuns of Kharkiv, who
are temporarily based in Jaworzno, Poland.
On 1st April, Holy Wednesday, we crossed
the border between Poland and Ukraine on
foot, and made our way to our convent-sanc-
tuary in Berdychiv, a journey of approximate-
ly nine hours. Accompanying me were Fr Ta-
deusz, the Provincial of Poland; Fr Jdzef, a
Polish member of the Berdychiv community;
and Zenia, a Ukrainian student. At the bor-
der, we visited the community and créche of
the Sisters of Bl. Honorat KoZminski, who
are good friends of ours and are very active
in both Ukraine and Poland. We arrived in
Berdychiv at 11pm, where the entire commu-
nity was waiting for us.
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On Holy Thursday, 2nd April, we visited the
nearby community of Gwozdawa, where two
brothers care for this quiet spiritual centre.
In the afternoon, back in Berdychiv, the si-
rens sounded and the children from the school
situated just beside the sanctuary took shel-
ter in our underground church shelter, where
they continued their music lessons. We visit-
ed Natascha’s office, where she coordinates a
programme providing social, psychological,
economic and administrative support to vari-
ous groups, including children, the elderly, the
sick, veterans and families. At 6pm, we cele-
brated the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. I noticed
several women were deeply moved during the
washing of the feet. The hour-and-a-half-long
celebration was presided over by the Ukrainian
Prior, Fr Vitaly.

On 3rd April, we set out for Kharkiv in eastern
Ukraine, one of the regions close to the front line
where the war continues. We stopped in Kyiv to
greet our brothers, then continued to Kharkiv, an
eight-hour journey along roads full of potholes
and difficult to navigate. We celebrated the Lit-
urgy of the Lord’s Passion in the chapel of the
Carmelite nuns of Kharkiv. Four sisters, who had
come from Poland, were there at the time, tak-
ing advantage of a quiet in the fighting that has
afflicted the city. The celebration included four
sisters, four priests, and four lay faithful.

Early on the morning of 4 April (Holy Satur-
day), we received a visit from Bishop Pavlo
Honcharuk of Kharkiv. We then returned to
Kyiv, where Bishop Vitalij Kryvytskyi was
waiting for us at the cathedral. We visited the
famous Maidan Square, where tribute is paid
to all the victims of the war - a deeply striking
place, recalling the beginning of the war in
2014 and honouring the thousands who have
died since 2022. We celebrated the Easter Vig-
il at our parish in Kyiv, in the presence of a
large gathering of the faithful. The singing
of the Alleluia was profoundly moving, in the
force and conviction of the cry in Ukrainian:
“Christ is risen, XpucToc Bockpec!!!”

On Easter Sunday, 5th April, we celebrated
Mass at the church of the Discalced Carmel-
ite Sisters in Kyiv. The community, compris-
ing six sisters, had just returned from Poland
after spending two years there. They showed
us the marks left by a missile that had fallen
only a few metres from the monastery. During
the day, we visited an association led by Boris
(a former soldier and pastor), which supports
families of deceased or missing soldiers, or-
phans, and soldiers in financial difficulty. It is
a remarkable initiative in which we Carmel-
ites are actively involved.
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We visited a care home housing many people displaced by
the war, who were able to bring with them only what fitted
into a single suitcase. They keep all their belongings un-
der their beds. We embraced them, blessed them, and gave
them scapulars and rosaries. The final visit of the day took
us to the hospital for wounded soldiers. Entering several
rooms, we were deeply moved by these soldiers, grateful

for our visit, who showed us photographs of their children
when we asked about their families.

On Monday 6th April, the day of our departure, there were
embraces and expressions of gratitude, a mutual sense of
communion and of family after having lived together, in
such difficult circumstances, these days of celebration
and solidarity, of blessing and encouragement.
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