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CHAPTER I: GENERAL DIRECTIVES 

1. When to be held 

The Provincial Chapter is to be held every three years, the date and 

place to be decided by the Provincial Council after consultation with 

the Province (C 193). It shall be celebrated within two months before 

or after the triennium expires, but not later than the month of July (N 

206,a). 

 The triennia should be so arranged that Provincial Chapters are 

held within the year immediately preceding the General Chapter (N 

206,b). 

 The Provincial must give timely notice to the Definitory, re-

garding its date and place (C 193). 

2. Convocation 

It is the responsibility of the Provincial to convoke the Chapter six 

months before the day designated for it to begin (C 193; N 206,a). He 

will do this by sending a letter to the Province in which the date and 

place of the Chapter are given, and the Chapter members are invited to 

assemble. 

3. Preparation 

The Chapter should be carefully planned by the Provincial Council, 

with opportunity being given to all the friars to submit requests and 

suggestions. All should make serious spiritual preparation, and, during 

the Chapter, according to instructions from the Provincial Council, 

special prayers shall be offered by the individual communities (N 207). 
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4. Active voice 

All our solemnly professed religious have at least active voice ac-

cording to the Constitutions, unless in special cases it is otherwise de-

cided according to the Normae (C 135; N 108). 

5. Lack of active and passive voice 

The following do not have active voice: 

a) A religious who is exclaustrated, during the time of exclau-

stration and for a period after his return, as the Provincial 

Council may decide; 

b) A religious whose petition for exclaustration or seculariza-

tion has been forwarded to the Definitory by the Provincial; 

c) A religious who has obtained an indult of leave of absence, 

during the time of his absence, or who has in fact been ab-

sent for more than six months without leave from the Pro-

vincial; exceptions however are referred to in C 136,c; 

d) A religious who left the Order unlawfully is also without 

active voice after he returns, for a period to be determined 

by the Provincial Council in each case (C 136,d). 

Those who are deprived of the active voice for these reasons are 

also deprived of the passive voice (cf. Appendix IV,3). 

6. Passive voice 

Unless other qualifications are required by law, a solemnly pro-

fessed religious with passive voice is eligible for office (C 155). 

7. Voice of those outside the Province 

The religious assigned to a house of a Province of which they are 

not members or to a house immediately subject to the Definitory: 

a) enjoy passive voice in whatever elections take place in the 

Provincial Chapter or Council of their own Province, but 

the Definitory has the right to annul the election for the 
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good of the Order when it concerns a friar immediately sub-

ject to it; 

b) enjoy both active and passive voice in the Province of the 

house in which they are conventuals, but they cannot be 

given any office without the consent of their own Provincial 

(N 135). 

8. Voice of those who are under the Definitory 

Without prejudice to the prescriptions of number 7 above, friars 

who reside in a house under the immediate jurisdiction of the Defini-

tory or in an interprovincial house will have the right to vote in the 

preliminary consultation for the office of Provincial in their own Prov-

ince, with the exception of the General and the Definitors (N 214). 

9. Change of conventuality 

Except in the case where the Delegates to the Chapter are elected 

not by each monastery but by the whole Province, for six months be-

fore the date of the Provincial Chapter neither the General nor the Pro-

vincial may change the conventuality of any friars who can be elected 

Delegates to the Provincial Chapter. However, a transfer can be made 

if the friars themselves request it and if the First Definitor or, respec-

tively, the First Provincial Councillor agrees. If there is no request, the 

consent of two Definitors or, respectively, two Provincial Councillors 

is needed (N 138). 

10. Preliminary consultation 

Unless it has been otherwise decided in the previous Provincial 

Chapter (cf. C 197), during the three-month period preceding the open-

ing of the Chapter, all the religious with active voice in the Province 

are to be consulted (consultatio praevia), according to the directives 

established by the Provincial Chapter and approved by the Definitory 

(C 197; N 213). 

In this preliminary consultation, all religious who meet the condi-

tions indicated in the preceding paragraphs, including non-clerical 
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brothers, shall enjoy the passive voice (cf. n. 60 of this Practical In-

struction and Appendix VI). 

In the case that the election of the Provincial is not done by the 

Chapter, but by all members of the Province (N 215), preliminary con-

sultation is not mandatory, but it is still advisable in order to facilitate 

the choice of candidates (cf. Appendix IV,6). 

11. Equal votes in consultation 

In accordance with the determinations of the previous Provincial 

Chapter, if three candidates (or another set number of candidates) are 

to be selected by a preliminary consultation (consultatio praevia), as 

outlined in number 10 above, these candidates alone will have passive 

voice in the election for Provincial. If, however, at the conclusion of 

this consultation, many candidates have received an equal number of 

votes, the Definitory has decided that the procedure is as follows: 

a) If more than three candidates (or the predetermined number 

of candidates) have an equal number of votes, greater than 

the rest, then all these candidates have passive voice in the 

election for Provincial. 

b) This norm is to be followed in the same manner if, after the 

first or second candidates have been selected, there are sev-

eral candidates with an equal number of votes for the sec-

ond or third places respectively. 

12. Postulation of one who is not qualified 

Religious who are canonically not qualified may not be included 

among the candidates for the election to the office of Provincial, even 

though they may have obtained more votes than the others in the pre-

liminary consultation. The Chapter, however, has the power to postu-

late them (Declaration of the Definitory). 

13. New candidate 

While the election for Provincial is proceeding in the Chapter, if 

after the third ballot a person who needed two-thirds of the votes for 
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re-election is to be excluded (C 159,a), then the person who received 

the next highest number of votes in the preliminary consultation will 

become a candidate. However, if several received this same number of 

votes, then all will have passive voice (Declaration of the Definitory). 

CHAPTER II: THE CAPITULARS (CHAPTER MEM-

BERS) 

14.  Active voice 

The following have active voice in the Provincial Chapter: 

a) The Provincial and Provincial Councilors, both those in of-

fice and those elected in the Chapter itself; 

b) Local Superiors, in accordance with the determinations of 

the preceding Provincial Chapter (cf. Appendix IV,5);  

c) Delegates elected by those religious who do not have part 

in the Chapter by virtue of their office, according to the de-

cisions of the preceding Provincial Chapter in keeping with 

the Normae (C 194; N 208). 

15. Postal vote 

When it is lawful to elect Delegates through a postal vote, a relative 

majority in the first ballot suffices for a canonical election, unless it 

has been legitimately decided otherwise in a particular case (N 174). 

16. Convocation/Omission 

All Capitulars have the right to be summoned. If any of them 

should be passed over, he can have recourse according to law (N 184,b 

and 209). 



 

  10   

 

17. Obligation of Capitulars 

All Capitulars who have been summoned in accordance with the 

law are obliged to be present, unless they are legitimately impeded (N 

184,c). 

18. Obligation of Capitulars 

All Capitulars have the obligation of examining questions with the 

greatest care, of casting their votes and of cooperating generously to-

ward the successful outcome of the Chapter (N 184,d). 

19. Obligation of Delegates 

Even though the Delegates elected by communities have an obli-

gation to seek with great care the good of their own community, in 

whose name they attend the Chapter, nevertheless the common good 

of the Province and of the whole Order should have precedence. 

20. Testimonial letter 

The elected Delegate should bring with him a testimonial letter 

signed by the voters, except himself. If the election took place by postal 

vote, then the testimonial letter is signed by the Superior and the two 

scrutators. If a Delegate should have lost the testimonial letter through 

no fault of his own, then two witnesses can vouch for him so that he 

can be accepted as a delegate. 

21. Absentees 

Once the Chapter has opened, absentees should not be awaited, ex-

cept the Provincial, who may be waited for if the Chapter so decides 

(cf. N 184,b). 
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22. Ill Capitular 

If anyone of the Capitulars, due to illness, is confined to bed in the 

house where the Chapter is taking place, unless he himself freely re-

nounces the exercise of his voting rights, his vote shall be sought by 

the two scrutators. 

23. Renouncing one’s vote 

If anyone of the Capitulars wishes to renounce his vote for a par-

ticular act or session, the Chapter shall decide by means of a majority 

vote, whether or not to grant his request. 

24. Oath of Secrecy 

The Chapter has the right to impose an oath of secrecy on its mem-

bers if, on occasion, this be considered advisable (N 178). 

CHAPTER III: THE CHAPTER STRUCTURE 

25. Mass of the Holy Spirit 

On the day when the Chapter begins, if the rubrics permit, the Mass 

of the Holy Spirit or another Mass suitable for the occasion should be 

celebrated by the Chapter members. It is fitting that it be concele-

brated, with special petitions added during the prayer of the Faithful 

(cf. N 180). 

26. Opening of the Chapter 

Subsequently, at a convenient time, all the Capitulars assemble to-

gether, and after invoking the Holy Spirit the Presider declares the 

Chapter open (cf. N 180). 
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27. Participants’ names and doubts 

The Presider arranges immediately that the names of all having ac-

tive voice in the Chapter are publicly announced. If doubt should arise 

as to whether any of the Chapter Members has the right to vote, the 

Provincial Council shall decide the question (cf. N 180). 

28. Secretary 

The Chapter is to elect a secretary, whose function is to record pre-

cisely the acts of the Chapter and to provide whatever is needed for the 

Secretariat. Other religious, at the recommendation of the Presider, 

may be assigned by the Chapter to assist the Secretary (cf. N 183,a). 

29. Scrutators 

The Presider and the two Chapter members seated next to him shall 

act as Scrutators (N 183,b). 

30. Presider of the Chapter 

It is the responsibility of the Presider of the Chapter to designate 

the order of the sessions and the matters to be treated in each, always 

respecting the right of the members to propose topics (N 210). 

31. Duration of the Chapter 

It also pertains to the Presider, having consulted the Chapter, to 

determine how long the Chapter will continue. 

32. Reports 

Before proceeding to the election of a new Provincial, the Presider 

of the Chapter will provide a report, approved by the Provincial Coun-

cil, concerning the life and economic state of the Province (N 210 and 

260,b). Members of the Chapter are free to examine this report. 
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CHAPTER IV: PROVINCIAL CHAPTER BUSINESS 

Article 1. The Agenda 

33. Things to be dealt with 

Matters pertaining to the Chapter fall into two categories: 

a) the discussion and solution of the major concerns of the 

Province; 

b) the provision of suitable candidates for the important of-

fices in the Province, in accordance with number 43 of this 

Instruction (cf. C 195). 

34. Concerns 

It pertains to the Provincial Chapter to discuss the major concerns 

of the Province, in accordance with the Constitutions, and especially 

to promote the Province’s spiritual and temporal welfare. Towards this 

end it may issue suitable ordinances within its powers (C 195,a). 

35. Particular duties 

Particular duties of the Chapter, without being exhaustive, are: 

a) to establish concrete forms of poverty that are in keeping 

with austerity of life and that render a real witness to the 

Gospel (N 1); 

b) to issue suitable norms with regard to the use of the reli-

gious habit, without prejudice to the requirements laid 

down by lawful authority (N 41); 

c) to decide on norms for travel and to notify the Definitory of 

them (N 43,b); 

d) to decide on the suffrages for the Dead of the Province, and 

others mentioned in Norm number 45,f; 

e) to specify the type of habit to be worn by the novices, taking 

into account regional conditions (N 82); 
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f) to issue norms, if necessary, concerning the active voice of 

clerics, who though solemnly professed, have not yet fin-

ished their studies, keeping in mind the conditions referred 

to in Norm number 108; 

g) to decide whether it is opportune to have a Preparatory Col-

lege in the Province (N 118); 

h) in accordance with local conditions, to make further provi-

sions concerning the renewal of temporary vows (C 120); 

i) where there is special reason, to constitute some houses, in 

a territory far from the center of the Province, into a Re-

gional Vicariate, in accord with Norm number 158; 

j) to decide concerning the distinction of houses into Priories 

and Residences, and the requirements for each, in conform-

ity with the provisions of Norm numbers 160-161; 

k) to decide the number of Superiors and Delegates who will 

be present in the Chapter, in such manner that a suitable 

proportion be maintained between those who participate in 

the Chapter ex officio and the elected Delegates. Moreover, 

the Provincial Chapter shall determine the method and time 

for the election of Delegates (C 194,b and c; N 208; Decla-

ration of the Definitory, May 26, 1982 in Acta OCD 27 

(1982) 885); 

l) to elect those local Superiors whom it falls within the Chap-

ter’s competence to elect (C 195,c; N 216,a); 

m) to determine the manner in which the consultation of the 

friars, as mentioned in number 197 of the Constitutions, is 

to be conducted and its juridical effects with regard to can-

didates for the office of Provincial (N 213); 

n) to seek permission from the Definitory to have the election 

of the Provincial by all friars who have active voice, when 

special conditions exist in a particular place. In this case the 

Chapter proposes the method of election (N 215); 

o) to decide whether it is opportune to set up a Plenary Council 

representative of the whole Province or of a particular re-

gion as the case may be (C 209) and to establish directives 



 

  15   

 

concerning the frequency, the purpose and the right of at-

tending these meetings (N 230); 

p) to decide, if needs be, how each community should support 

the economy of the Province (N 245,a). 

q) to establish the “stable patrimony” of the Province and the 

legitimately erected houses, which shall consist of all im-

movable and movable property that is intended to ensure 

the economic security of the Province (N 249.1). 

Article 2. Procedure in Dealing with Chapter Business 

36. Presider 

It is the duty of the Chapter Presider to propose the agenda in each 

session and to act as moderator (N 210-211). The agenda in the ses-

sions should be prepared conveniently and communicated to the Ca-

pitulars, so that everything proceeds in an orderly manner. 

37. Freedom and sincerity 

The Presider should make sure that all the members can express 

their minds freely and sincerely, so that, as a result of mutual dialogue 

and consultation, more mature decisions may be reached (N 211). 

38. How do decide questions 

Chapter business is to be conducted by secret ballot, except in mat-

ters of minor importance, or in cases, which, according to the judgment 

of the Chapter, can be decided by unanimous acclamation (N 185,a). 

39. Votes required 

Unless our legislation demands otherwise, more than half the votes 

are required and sufficient to decide questions (N 185,b). 
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40. Doubts and controversies 

If a question arises concerning voting, the Presider and the Provin-

cial Councillors will decide it by majority vote. If doubts arise con-

cerning other matters, the entire Chapter shall decide the question by 

majority vote (cf. N 185,c). 

41. Equal number of votes 

If a question arises which definitely must be decided and the votes 

are tied, the Presider with the four Chapter members seated next to him 

shall decide the matter by secret vote (N 185,d). 

42. Ordinances of the Chapter 

The Ordinances of the Provincial Chapter are binding only if ap-

proved by a two-thirds majority, and they cease automatically at the 

following ordinary Chapter unless they are again approved with a two-

thirds majority (C 196). As for other Chapter determinations, an abso-

lute majority vote is sufficient (N 185,b; cf. Appendix III). 

These Ordinances and Decisions are to be communicated to the 

Definitory immediately (C 195,a). 

CHAPTER V: ELECTIONS 

Article 1. Elections in general 

43. What elections 

It pertains to the Provincial Chapter to elect the Provincial, the Pro-

vincial Councilors, the Delegate and Substitute Delegate to the Gen-

eral Chapter, and those local Superiors whom it falls within the Chap-

ter’s competence to elect, according to the decision of the Chapter it-

self (C 195,b and c; N 216,a). 
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44. Day and session for elections 

In accordance with number 211 of the Norms, it is for the Chapter 

Presider, having consulted the Chapter, to fix the day and session for 

the election of the Provincial and the other Superiors. 

45. Formators to be kept in mind 

When the Provincial and the Councilors are elected, the Chapter 

should keep in mind the future designation of Master of Postulants, 

Novices and of Students, before it proceeds to the election of the Su-

periors of houses which are within its competence, in accord with num-

ber 43 of this Instruction (N 216,a). 

46. Requisites for appointments 

In the Chapter, appointment to offices is made by canonical elec-

tion and acceptance on the part of the elected candidate (C 156). 

For the Provincial, the confirmation of the Superior General is 

needed, as established by the Code of Canon Law (can. 625, 3).1 

 

47. Renunciation of an office 

It pertains to the Chapter to accept or refuse the renunciation or the 

non-acceptance of an office (C 162). If, however, there is an equality 

of votes in knowing the mind of the Chapter, two more votations may 

be held, if needed. Should after the third scrutiny equality persist, the 

Chapter should proceed according to n. 41 of this Instruction. 

48. Common law and our norms 

In elections and postulations, the common law is to be observed, 

together with the norms which here follow. 

                                              
1The exceptional dispensation enjoyed by our Order at this point was temporarily 

suspended  (until the next General Chapter) by the Dicastery for Institutes of Conse-

crated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life on 27 October 2022 (Prot. no. 

46705/2022). 
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49. External secretaries 

The Presider may designate two or more professed religious to act 

as external secretaries. He should summon them to the Chapter Hall 

and ask them to swear that they will never reveal the names asked for 

by any of the electors, or even the names not requested by them. 

50. Three ballots in elections 

In elections a candidate must receive more than half of the valid 

votes to be elected (cf. Appendix IV,1). If there is no such majority in 

the first ballot, a second is held. If even in the second ballot no candi-

date receives more than half of the valid votes, a third is held, in which, 

only the two candidates with the highest number of votes will have 

passive voice. If the first two places are shared by more than two can-

didates, the matter will be decided by seniority of profession, or, if the 

candidates were professed on the same day, by seniority of age. These 

two candidates do not vote in this ballot (C 157). 

51. Third ballot 

Of these two candidates, the one with the majority of votes will be 

canonically elected; if the votes are equal, the senior by profession will 

be elected, and if they were professed on the same day, the senior by 

age will be elected. This holds good for all elections (C 157). 

52. Six ballots for the Provincial 

For the election of Provincial, however, five normal ballots may be 

held. If, by the fifth ballot, no candidate has received the required ma-

jority, a sixth is held in which only the two candidates with the highest 

number of votes will have passive voice, according to the prescriptions 

of the preceding number (C 158). 

53. Two-thirds of votes 

If a problem arises because the numbers of votes is not exactly di-

visible by three, the number left over after division must be added to 
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the two-thirds. For example, if there are seventeen (17) Chapter mem-

bers and a two-thirds (2/3) vote is required: 17 divided by 3 gives 5 

with 2 remaining: one-third (1/3) in this case is five (5), two-thirds 

(2/3) is twelve (12) votes. 

54. Ballots to be destroyed 

The ballots are destroyed after each votation, or after each session, 

if there have been a number of votations. 

55. Confirming the elected 

When the elections of the various offices are concluded and the 

consent of those elected has been obtained, the Presider will confirm 

the elected in office, using the formula in Appendix 1. 

56. Profession of Faith 

Those elected to office should make a profession of Faith in the 

presence of the Chapter, using the formula approved by the Holy See 

(cf. Appendix II). 

Article 2. Who May be Elected 

57. Qualities of candidates 

In electing or appointing Superiors, canonical suitability must be 

kept in mind, and also the person’s pastoral and human qualities, up-

rightness of life, prudence and experience. 

58. Suitability of candidates 

Unless other qualifications are required by law, a solemnly pro-

fessed religious with active voice is eligible for office. All things being 

equal, the more suitable candidates should be appointed without any 

exception of persons (C 155). 
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59. Incompatible offices 

No one is to be appointed to incompatible offices. In our Order, the 

office of Provincial is incompatible with any other office in the Prov-

ince as well as the office of pastor or administrator (N 173,b). 

60. Requisites for the Provincial 

In order to be elected to the office of Provincial, a candidate must 

be at least thirty-five years old and must have completed five years 

since his solemn profession. Besides, he should have all the qualities 

required to carry out the duties of his office (C 200). 

However, a non-clerical friar may be appointed to the office of Ma-

jor Superior with the confirmation – by written permission – of the 

Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 

Life (Rescriptum of Pope Francis about the derogation from canon 

588,2, dated 18.05.2022; cf. Appendix VI). 

Normally, a religious who is over seventy-five years of age should 

not be elected to the office of Provincial Superior (N 165,b). 

61. Requisites for Councillors 

In order to be eligible for the office of Provincial Councillor, one 

must be: 

a) thirty years of age and three years after solemn Profession; 

b) a priest, in the case of the First Councillor (N 224). On the 

possible election of a non-clerical friar, see previous issue). 

62. Requisites for local Superiors 

To be validly appointed local Superior a religious, besides the req-

uisites laid down by Canon Law, must be a priest at least thirty years 

old and have completed three years from his Solemn Profession. He 

should be endowed with the appropriate human and pastoral qualities 

(C 211). 

However, a non-clerical friar may be appointed local Superior by 

the General with the consent of the Definitory (Rescriptum of Pope 
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Francis about the derogation from canon 588.2, dated 18.05.2022; cf. 

Appendix VI). 

63. Continuous retaining in office 

Unless for grave reason, the same religious should not be retained 

in office continuously without a break. As far as possible, it must be 

avoided that a religious who has completed two consecutive terms as 

Local Superior is immediately elected as Superior of any other house 

(N 176). 

Article 3. Re-election and Postulation 

64. Re-election of the Provincial 

A Provincial may be re-elected for the following three years with a 

majority of two-thirds, but not for a third consecutive term (C 202). 

65. Re-election of Councillors 

With a simple majority of votes, Provincial Councillors can be re-

elected for a second consecutive three-year term, but not for a third (C 

205). 

66. Re-election of a local Superior 

A local Superior may be re-elected by ordinary election to a second 

successive triennium even in the same house, but not to a third term in 

the same house, although in this case the Definitory has the faculty of 

granting postulation (N 235). 

67. Postulation 

Postulation, according to the provisions of Canon Law, can be al-

lowed only in an extraordinary case. For postulation to be allowed, 

recourse to the Holy See is necessary if an impediment of common 

Law is involved; if, however, such an impediment is not involved, re-

course to the Definitory suffices (N 175). 
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68. Requirements for re-election or postulation 

When a two-thirds majority is required for re-election or postula-

tion: 

a) if it is a question of the office of Provincial and the candi-

date for re-election or postulation does not get the required 

two-thirds majority by the third ballot, he is automatically 

excluded from the office. In such cases of re-election, other 

candidates who had the greater number of votes in the pre-

liminary consultation (consultatio praevia) become eligible 

in the order of preference, as prescribed in number 13 of 

this Instruction and election continues with the fourth ballot 

according to number 50 of same (C 159,a and Declaration 

of the Definitory); 

b) if it is a question of other offices and candidates for re-elec-

tion or postulation do not get the required majority by the 

second ballot, re-election and postulation are excluded and 

a third ballot is held. If even this third ballot is inconclusive, 

a fourth one is held in which only two candidates have pas-

sive voice, as laid down in number 49 of this Instruction (C 

159,b). 

69. Votes needed for postulation 

That postulation be in order, at least two-thirds of the votes are re-

quired (Canon 181, par. 1). 
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CHAPTER VI: ELECTIONS IN PARTICULAR 

70. Election day 

The Presider, after consulting the Chapter, shall designate the day 

and the session for the election of the Provincial and other Superiors 

(N 211). 

Article 1. The Election of the Provincial 

71. Mass of the Holy Spirit 

On the day appointed for the election of the Provincial, the Mass 

of the Holy Spirit can be celebrated if rubrics permit. 

72. Prayer/Word of God 

At the appointed time the Capitulars assemble, invoke the Holy 

Spirit and devote themselves to prayer or to a Celebration of the Word 

of God. Then the Presider recalls the above norms on Elections, and 

the election of the Provincial is held. 

73. Proclamation of the elected 

After the scrutiny, when a canonical election has taken place, the 

Provincial elected is proclaimed by the Presider; or if the elected one 

is the same as the Presider, by the one who is next to him. If the person 

elected is present, he is asked for his acceptance of the office. After 

acceptance, the Presider or, if the elected one is the same as the Pre-

sider, the next in rank, declares him duly elected Provincial (cf. Ap-

pendix I). 

74. Profession of Faith 

The newly-elected Provincial then makes a Profession of Faith ac-

cording to the formula approved by the Holy See (Appendix II) and 
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the Te Deum (Appendix VII) is sung in thanksgiving while all those 

present render obedience to the Provincial. 

75. Absence of the person elected 

If the person elected is not in the Chapter, he is to be informed 

immediately of the election, and asked for his acceptance. If in some 

extraordinary case the newly elected cannot arrive within a reasonable 

time, the Chapter decides what is to be done, according to number 21 

of this Instruction (cf. N 184,b). 

76. Arrival of the Provincial 

When the Provincial arrives, the prescriptions of number 73 above 

are observed. 

Article 2. Other Elections 

77. Election of the Councilors 

The newly elected Provincial, after consulting the Chapter, shall 

designate the day for the election of the four Provincial Councilors (N 

211). These are to be elected individually and they take up office to-

gether when all have been elected. 

78. Election of the socius and his substitute to the General Chapter 

After the election of the Councilors, the election of a socius and his 

substitute to the General Chapter is held (C 168,c; 195,b). The Provin-

cial does not vote in this election, but he counts the votes with the two 

who sit next to him. If the socius elected is present at the Chapter he 

votes in the election of his substitute. 

79. Their patents 

The socius and substitute are to be given duplicate patents of their 

election in the usual form (cf. Appendix VIII), signed by all the elec-

tors (except the elected), and stamped with the seal of the Province. 
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One of these patents is to be sent to the General Curia in Rome, the 

other is given to the elected to be taken by him to the General Chapter. 

80. Election of the local Superiors 

After having elected the Provincial and his Councilors, the Chapter 

members shall proceed to the election of those Superiors whom it falls 

within the Chapter’s competence to elect according to the decision of 

the Chapter itself (N 216,a), according to n. 45 of this Instruction. 

CHAPTER VII: THE CHAPTER IN SEMI-PROV-

INCES AND THE CHAPTER CONGRESS OF COM-

MISSARIATS  

81. When and how 

At the same time as in the Provinces, the Chapters are held in the 

Semi-Provinces. In these, with certain adjustments, the same proce-

dures are observed as in the Provinces. 

82. Active voice 

In the Semi-Provincial Chapter, priors of monasteries and their del-

egates according to number 14 of this Instruction have active voice, in 

addition to the Provincial and Provincial Councilors, both outgoing 

and newly-elected. 

83. Persons to be elected 

In the Semi-Provincial Chapter a Provincial Superior is elected 

who is entitled to take part in the General Chapter (C 168,b). Two Pro-

vincial Councilors are elected, and the Superiors of such houses as the 

Chapter is competent to elect. The socius is not elected to the General 

Chapter (N 154; 216,a). 
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84. The Chapter Congress of Commissariats 

With regard to the Commissariats, what has been said for Semi-

Provinces applies, subject to the particular statutes of the Commissar-

iat. Usually, the Chapter Congress of the Commissariat is presided 

over by the General or his Delegate, and the elections of the Commis-

sariat Superior and Councillors must be confirmed by the Definitory 

(cf. N 155-157). 
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APPENDIX I 

Forms of declaration for those elected by the Provincial Chapter 

 

For the Provincial 

I, N ..., on my behalf and that of the Capitulars, declare you Pro-

vincial of our ... Province. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

For the Councillors 

I, N ..., on my behalf and that of the Capitulars, declare you Coun-

cillors of our … Province. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

For Others Elected by the Chapter 

I, N ..., on my behalf and that of the Capitulars, declare you rightly 

elected to the office of …  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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APPENDIX II 

Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity 

(Acta Apostolicae Sedis 81 [1989] 104-106: https://www.vatican.va/ro-

man_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1998_pro-

fessio-fidei_en.html). 

 

Profession of Faith 

I, N., with firm faith believe and profess each and everything that 

is contained in the Symbol of faith, namely: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 

ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-

gotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 

suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-

cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

With firm faith, I also believe everything contained in the word of 

God, whether written or handed down in Tradition, which the Church, 

either by a solemn judgment or by the ordinary and universal Magis-

terium, sets forth to be believed as divinely revealed. 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1998_professio-fidei_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1998_professio-fidei_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1998_professio-fidei_en.html
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I also firmly accept and hold each and everything definitively pro-

posed by the Church regarding teaching on faith and morals. 

Moreover, I adhere with religious submission of will and intellect 

to the teachings which either the Roman Pontiff or the College of Bish-

ops enunciate when they exercise their authentic Magisterium, even if 

they do not intend to proclaim these teachings by a definitive act. 

 

Oath of fidelity on assuming an office to be exercised in the name of 

the Church 

(Formula to be used by members of the Christian faithful mentioned in canon 833, 

nn. 5-8, with specific variations for superiors in religious institutes) 

 

I, N., in assuming the office of ………, promise that in my words 

and in my actions I shall always preserve communion with the Catholic 

Church. 

With great care and fidelity, I shall carry out the duties incumbent 

on me toward the Church, both universal and particular, in which, ac-

cording to the provisions of the law, I have been called to exercise my 

service. 

In fulfilling the charge entrusted to me in the name of the Church, 

I shall hold fast to the deposit of faith in its entirety; I shall faithfully 

hand it on and explain it, and I shall avoid any teachings contrary to it. 

I shall foster the common discipline of the entire Church and I shall 

insist on the observance of all ecclesiastical laws, especially those con-

tained in the Code of Canon Law. 

With Christian obedience I shall follow what the Bishops, as au-

thentic doctors and teachers of the faith, declare, or what they, as those 

who govern the Church, establish. I shall also — with due regard for 

the character and purpose of my institute — faithfully assist the dioc-

esan Bishops, so that the apostolic activity, exercised in the name and 

by mandate of the Church, may be carried out in communion with the 

Church. 

So help me God, and God’s Holy Gospels on which I place my 

hand. 
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APPENDIX III 

Practical declaration on the ordinations and decisions of the Pro-

vincial Chapter 

 

 

(General Chapter OCD, Avila, May 2015, and Roma, September 2021; 

Acta OCD 60 (2015) 107-108 and Acta OCD 66 (2021) 146-147). 

 

 

The General Chapter, having considered carefully the matter con-

cerning the ‘chapter ordinances’ and the chapter ‘decisions’, above all 

with reference to the Provincial Chapter, decides, by way of a practical 

declaration (cf. N 197,a), that the Chapter acts relevant to: 

1) Establishing forms of poverty (N 1) 

2) Norms on the use of the habit (N 41) 

3) The limitation of the exercise of active voice of those 

solemnly professed who have not yet completed their 

period of studies (N 108) 

4) The norms concerning travel (N 43,c)  

5) The possibility to establish a different manner of elect-

ing the Provincial (Const. 197) 

are to be considered Chapter ordinances, subject to number 152 of the 

Constitutions, which require two thirds of votes for approval. 

On the other hand, the remaining powers of the Provincial Chapter: 

1) The suffrages for our deceased (N 45,f) 

2) The habit for novices (N 82) 

3) Preparatory colleges (N 118) 

4) The creation of a Regional Vicariate (N 158,a) 

5) Priories and Residences (N 160) 

6) The number of superiors and delegates who are to par-

ticipate in the Provincial Chapter; the method and time 
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for the election of delegates (Const. 194,b & c; 195,c; 

N 208) 

7) To consult the friars before the election of the Provin-

cial (Const. 197; N 213) 

8) Plenary Council (Const. 209; N 230) 

9) To cooperate with the economy of the Province (N 245) 

can be considered Chapter decisions, for which Norm 185,b applies, 

and which require only an absolute majority of votes in order to be 

approved. 
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APPENDIX IV 

Practical statement regarding some questions 

about our legislation (C 150) 

(Definitory General, 8 December 2016; Acta OCD 61 (2016) 35-37) 

 

1. Counting votes (C 157) 

Number 157 of the Constitutions provides that null ballots be ex-

cluded from the count during elections. A question is posed whether 

blank ballots should be considered null as well. 

On consideration of this item for the Superior General, the Pontif-

ical Council for Legislative Texts replied with a letter dated May 13, 

2013 (Prot. N. 14045/2013), that blank ballots, as they are invalid per 

can. 172 §1, are also null: “either null or valid, tertium non datur.” 

Therefore, when counting votes, blank ballots must be excluded just 

as are null ballots. 

2. Religious serving other circumscriptions (N 135) 

Number 135 of the Norms, item “a,” provides that religious who 

are serving other circumscriptions (or who are subject to the immediate 

jurisdiction of the Definitory) have a passive voice “in whatever elec-

tions take place in the Provincial Chapter or Council of their own Prov-

ince”; that is, in the Province in which they are incardinated. A ques-

tion is raised whether they may be elected as delegates to the Provincial 

Chapter of their own Province. 

The answer is in the negative, since the election of delegates is not 

included among those considered by the aforementioned rule. The 

same number 135, item “b,” clearly affirms that religious are entitled 

to active and passive voice in the circumscription in which their as-

signed community is located, but in the event that it is desired to give 

them an office, their own provincial must consent. 
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3. Voice of the religious on leave of absence (C 136c; N 43b) 

Those religious who have been permitted to live outside of their 

religious house per N 43b, lack an active voice, as clearly stated in C 

136c. A question is raised whether they are still entitled to a passive 

voice. 

Within the context, that is, all other cases foreseen by C 136, items 

“a,” “b,” and “c,” for which privation of the active and passive voices 

is applied (cf. can. 687), one is led to believe that the same applies to 

religious who are permitted a leave of absence – unless the absence be 

for health reasons, for studies or for the purpose of undertaking an 

apostolate in the name of the Order – and who, consequently, are de-

prived not only of the active voice but of the passive voice as well. 

Additionally, entitlement to the active voice has traditionally been con-

sidered a requirement to also enjoy entitlement to the passive voice (cf. 

Constitutions 1976, n. 101, and also Constitutions 1981, n. 152). 

4. Postulation (N 175), reelection (C 202) and triennial calculation 

Postulation is a legal form used to remove impediments prescribed 

by law to the right to be elected for a particular office (cf. N 175; can. 

180-183), such as reelection for a third consecutive triennium (C 202, 

205; N 235), age requirements, or years-of-profession requirements 

(cf. C 200; N 224). Postulation always requires “at least two thirds of 

the votes.” 

Postulation is differentiated from reelection to a second triennium, 

in which case there is no canonical impediment, but for which is re-

quired, in the case of a major superior, “a majority of two thirds” (C 

202). 

In our Order, the rules for reelection are traditionally applied only 

when the superior has held the office for an entire triennium. If, how-

ever, the office has been held for less than a triennium, he may be 

reelected to the same office by an ordinary election. 
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5. Participation of local superiors in the Provincial Chapter (C 194) 

According to C 194b, certain “local superiors” must take part in 

the Provincial Chapter per resolutions approved by the previous Pro-

vincial Chapter, which is required to “decide the number of local su-

periors and delegates who will be present in the Chapter, in such man-

ner that a suitable proportion be maintained between those who partic-

ipate in the Chapter ex officio and the elected delegates.” (N 208). It is 

not legitimate for the Provincial Chapter to decide that no local supe-

rior will by right participate in the Chapter (cf. Declaration of the 

Definitory General dated May 26, 1982, in Acta Ordinis OCD 27 

[1982], pp. 88-89). 

Local superiors elected in the Chapter are not automatically mem-

bers of the Chapter, although they may be invited once elections have 

concluded to participate in the work of the Chapter with an active voice 

(N 216b).  

6. Consultation before the election of the provincial (C 197; N 213-

215) 

Number 197 of the Constitutions provides that the election of the 

provincial be undertaken by the Provincial Chapter after consultation 

of the religious of the Province. The same number 197, however, al-

lows the Provincial Chapter to establish “another way to elect the pro-

vincial” that should be approved by the Definitory. The question is 

posed whether the obligation of previous consultation also applies 

when the provincial is not elected by the Chapter, but rather by all the 

members of the Province (N 215). 

The response is that previous consultation must be considered ob-

ligatory only when the provincial is elected by the Chapter. In other 

cases, when the election of the provincial takes place outside of the 

Chapter, consultation is not obligatory, although it is advisable in order 

to favor the election of the candidates. 
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APPENDIX V 

Documents and news to be sent to the General Curia 

after the Provincial Chapter 

 
Provincials are kindly requested to send the following documents 

and news to the General Curia as soon as possible after the celebration 

of the Provincial Chapters: 

 

1. The Chapter Ordinances and Determinations (cf. C 195,a). 

2. The report on the state of the province submitted by the out-

going provincial (cf. N 210). 

3. The report on the economic state of the province (cf. N 260, 

c). 

4. The list of the “stable patrimony” of the province and of the 

individual houses legitimately erected, to be reviewed every 

six years (N 249.1). 

5. Other documents on the status and life of the province. 

6. The letters patenting the election of the socius and substitute 

to the General Chapter (cf. C 195,b). 

7. The list of elections made by the Chapter (Provincial Superior, 

Provincial Councilors, local Superiors). 

8. The list of appointments to the most important offices of the 

province made with the consent of the Provincial Council. In 

particular: 

a. Local superiors not elected by the Chapter (N 255,a). 

b. The spiritual masters of postulants, novices and stu-

dents (N 225,c). 

c. The provincial treasurer (N 255,e). 

d. The provincial prefect of studies (N 225,g). 

e. The mission procurator (N 64; 225,i). 

f. The provincial secretary (N 229,b). 

g. The cooperator of the General Postulator (N 226,h). 
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APPENDIX VI 

RESCRIPTUM EX AUDIENTIA SS.MI: Rescript of the Holy Fa-

ther Francis about the derogation from can. 588 §2 CIC 

(Original Italian text: https://press.vatican.va/content/salas-

tampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2022/05/18/0371/00782.html) 

 

The Holy Father Pope Francis at the Audience of February 11 of 

this year to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect and Archbishop-Secre-

tary granted the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and 

Societies of Apostolic Life the faculty to authorize, discretionally and 

in individual cases, to non-clerical members the conferment of the of-

fice of major superior in clerical religious Institutes of Pontifical right 

and in clerical Societies of Apostolic Life of Pontifical right of the 

Latin Church and dependent on it, in derogation of can. 588 §2 CIC 

and the proper law of the Institute of Consecrated Life or Society of 

Apostolic Life, subject to can. 134 §1. 

 

1. The non-clerical member of a clerical Institute of Consecrated 

Life or Society of Apostolic Life of pontifical right is appointed local 

superior by the supreme moderator with the consent of his council. 

 

2. The non-clerical member of an Institute of Consecrated Life or a 

Clerical Apostolic Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right shall 

be appointed major superior after obtaining a written license from the 

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Ap-

ostolic Life at the request of the supreme moderator with the consent 

of his Council. 

 

3. The non-clerical member of an Institute of Consecrated Life or a 

clerical Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right elected as su-

preme moderator or major superior in the manner prescribed by proper 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2022/05/18/0371/00782.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2022/05/18/0371/00782.html
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law requires confirmation – by written permission – from the Congre-

gation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 

Life. 

 

4. In the cases provided for in §§2-3, the Congregation for Institutes 

of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life reserves the right 

to evaluate the individual case and the reasons given by the supreme 

moderator or the General Chapter. 

 

The Holy Father has also ordered that this Rescript be published in 

L’Osservatore Romano, and subsequently in the official commentary 

of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, entering into force today. 

 

From the Vatican, May 18, 2022 

 

 

João Braz Card. de Aviz 

Prefect 

 

José Rodríguez Carballo, O.F.M. 

Archbishop Secretar 
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APPENDIX VII - Te Deum 
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APPENDIX VIII 

Form of the patent letter of election of the Socius 

to the General Chapter 

 

 

 
The Provincial Chapter of the Province of............... 

of the Discalced Friars of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel 

celebrated at ......................., in session n°….  

held on the day ............. of the year...... , 

according to the prescription of our Constitutions (195,b)  

canonically elected 

 

SOCIUS TO THE GENERAL CHAPTER 

 

Fr ................................ , a professed religious of our Order. 

 

He is vested with the authority and powers that our Laws (cf. Consti-

tutions 168,c) recognise in one who exercises this function. 

 

 

Signatures of all the Chapter Members (except the elected one) 

 

 

 

 

* * * 
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Form of the patent letter of election of the Substitute 

of the Socius to the General Chapter 

 

 

 
The Provincial Chapter of the Province of............... 

of the Discalced Friars of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel 

celebrated at ......................., in session n°….  

held on the day ............. of the year...... , 

according to the prescription of our Constitutions (195,b)  

canonically elected 

 

SUBSTITUTE OF THE SOCIUS TO THE GENERAL CHAPTER 

 

Fr ................................ , a professed religious of our Order. 

 

He is vested with the authority and powers that our Laws (cf. Consti-

tutions 168,c) recognise in one who exercises this function. 

 

 

Signatures of all the Chapter Members (except the elected one) 
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