
DEFINITORY GENERAL OF THE DISCALCED CARMELITES 
Corso d’Italia, 38 
00198 Rome – Italy 

 
 

2021-2027 SEXENNIUM – LETTER Nº 3 

 
 

Rome, 19th March 2021 

 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters of Teresian Carmel: 

 As we conclude our three-monthly General Definitory meeting, we cordially send you 
our greetings and share with you some information and reflections that emerged from our 
gathering. 

 During these days, we have been continually and intensely aware of the plight of our 
brothers and sisters in Ukraine and indeed of all the inhabitants of that country, as they suffer 
the drama of such senseless violence. In the name of all of them, we thank the generous 
solidarity being effectively demonstrated in so many regions of the Carmelite world. We 
earnestly beseech the Prince of Peace for an end to this war and to all wars that continue to 
spread suffering across the face of the earth.  

 This Definitory meeting coincided with the 4th centenary of the canonization of Teresa 
of Jesus in Rome on 12 March 1622. Some of us had the privilege of participating in the 
commemorative Eucharist held, with Pope Francis, in the Church of Gesù in Rome on the day 
of the anniversary. Teresa, a model of sanctity for the whole Church, is especially that for those 
of us who are members of the family founded by her. May she guide and animate us in our 
desire to respond with enthusiasm and determination to the Lord’s personal invitation to 
sanctity to each one of ourselves.  

 

Programme of the sexennium  

 The acceptance and application of the Declaration on the Teresian-Carmelite charism, 
approved by the General Chapter, has a predominant place among the projects for the 
sexennium. We have shared first impressions about the process of reading and dialogue in our 
communities last February, following an eight session plan proposed by the Definitory. Short 
presentation videos, prepared by the Definitors, are published on the YouTube channel of the 
Order at the beginning of each month. These include other complementary material as well. 
We are reminded that the objective of the entire project is a revision of the life of individual 
religious and our communities in the light of our charismatic identity. As Provincial Chapters 
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approach, it is important to be aware that the practical application of the Declaration, in every 
territory of the Order, will be an essential item on the agenda for all of these Chapters. 

 Another theme which we want to work on in depth is Formation, especially initial 
formation. We share an urgency with which the entire Order must become intent on providing 
all possible resources and efforts in the discernment of vocations and the accompaniment of 
candidates. A few weeks ago you were sent copies of “Vademecum: Basic criteria for our 
houses of formation”, and this must be taken into consideration by all our Provinces and all our 
houses of formation. As well as this, a commission for revision of the Ratio institutionis of the 
Order is being set up. This should commence by taking into account the experience of recent 
years and the notable changes that have taken place in the Order, the Church and the world 
during this time. Fr. Martin Martinez (Definitor) will be President of this commission, with Fr. 
Daniel Chowning (Washington) acting as co-ordinator. 

 During our Definitory meeting, Fr. Christof Betschart, Dean of the Teresianum, 
informed us on the present situation of the Faculty and its projects for the future. Given the 
current climate of rapid and fundamental change in academic centres of theological studies, it 
is of paramount importance to establish new ways of updating and consolidating intellectual 
endeavours. Promotion of culture and high quality investigation must also be an undeniable 
objective for ourselves. 

 In this regard, we are in the preparatory stages of arranging a reflection-dialogue 
meeting on the academic and intellectual life in our Order and it will take place in the 
Teresianum, Rome, at the end of June. 25 participants have been invited, among them some 
nuns and lay persons. This is intended to be a first step in an on-going programme that will be 
extended to the principal regions of the Order.  

 

Pastoral and Fraternal Visitations 

 Quite a lot of the recent meeting was spent in discussion of the realities of our Order’s 
situation, particularly in the light of information from the different pastoral and fraternal 
visitations that had taken place in recent weeks. Father General and the Definitors share a 
common interest in spending time in close and fraternal proximity to the circumscriptions and 
institutions of the whole Order. With this in mind too, when it is at all possible, Fr. General 
will personally participate, for a few days, in the pastoral visitations being carried out by the 
Definitors. 

 

Delegation of Israel  

 Fr. General informed the Definitory about his Pastoral Visit to the Delegation of Israel 
from 19 January to 2 February. At the moment, there are 9 religious in the Delegation, residing 
in the Stella Maris community, while also taking care of the monastery in El-Muhraka. Fr. 
Miguel also visited the four communities of Carmelite nuns (Haifa, Nazareth, Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem), as well as other places with Carmelite associations (the parish and school in Haifa 
of the Semiprovince of Lebanon and various other Carmelite Congregations in the Holy Land). 
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 During his visit, Fr. General encouraged the Friars to intensify their community life and 
fraternal relations and their meaningful sharing in the church and society around them. This 
will provide solid structures for an adequate service to the numerous crowds that visit these 
places in which we have a presence. The influx of pilgrims, which was drastically reduced 
during the recent pandemic, is gradually increasing again. We must make sure that the 
Delegation is conveniently renewed and enriched with the incorporation of new religious who 
feel called to live in such a particularly important place for our Order. 

 One especially important detail about Israel is our care for the patrimony of the Order, 
comprised of numerous priceless possessions in this land. We were able to discuss this with Fr. 
Karol Milewski, Bursar of the Delegation, who participated at one of the sessions of our 
Definitory meeting. We analysed with him the steps that need to be taken to protect and 
enhance the sites that we own. Work is already in progress at the Wadi es-Siah to ensure the 
safety of the site and facilitate entry for visitors. As regards the Stella Maris area, discussions 
with local authorities continue concerning the outline of a new project for urbanization and 
utilities. Despite the complexity that any similar negotiation entails in Israel, a favourable result 
is hoped for in the very near future, given the generous and constant dedication of the religious 
involved. 

 

Cites Avila 

 Fr. Agustí, Vicar General, gave an account of his recent visit to CITES in Avila, from 
6 to 10 February. Earlier, Fr. General had been with the community there in the beginning of 
January, soon after the death of Fr. Romulo Cuartas. We recall Fr. Romulo with deep affection 
and gratitude for his inestimable service for so many years in this prestigious centre of studies 
in the Order. 

 During his visit, in dialogue with the religious, with the lay staff of Cites and with the 
current students for Masters degrees, Fr. Agustí could again attest to the vitality of the Centre 
and how it had coped with the difficulty of the pandemic, through the active collaboration of 
everybody involved. Efforts continue to be made to obtain ecclesiastical academic recognition 
for the academic courses on offer. At the moment, it will be necessary to incorporate new 
members to the community, who will be able to become permanent lecturers. At the same time, 
the dedication of those lay people who collaborate with CITES and integrate in a permanent 
way with the life of the Centre must be recognised and appreciated. Given the experience of 
recent years and the actual situation, efforts will be made to define and formalize their position 
so that the services rendered can be adequately compensated. 

 

Commissariat of Chile  

 Frs. General and Martin Martinez conjointly made the Pastoral Visitation of the Chilean 
Commissariat from 15 February to 2 March. This Commissariat has 5 communities at the 
moment, with 17 religious and 1 novice. A further 6 religious are not living in community for 
various reasons. There are also 13 monasteries of our Nuns and 4 OCDS communities in Chile. 
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The Visitators spoke with every one of the friars and with everybody else who wished to meet 
with them personally.  

 In recent years, the Commissariat has weakened progressively in different areas. The 
visit established some guidelines towards revising practices and attitudes that might be 
improved and can help to reinvigorate our Carmelite way of life. To facilitate this, it has now 
been decided that a project will be drawn up for the Commissariat. This will include the 
restructuring of communities with a view to establishing genuine community life, of promoting 
collaboration with other circumscriptions (especially for formation programmes), etc. It will 
mean, too, that the Commissariat can count on the direct accompaniment of religious from 
other circumscriptions and guiding direction from the General Government of the Order. 

 

Commissariat of Sicily  

 Fr. Roberto Maria Pirastu carried out a Pastoral Visitation of the Sicilian Commissariat 
between 16 February and 6 March. Fr. General personally participated in the final meetings 
with the Council and Assembly. There are 4 communities with 16 Solemnly Professed and 1 
Simply Professed OCD religious, plus 3 friars from other circumscriptions in the Commissariat 
at the moment. There are also 6 communities of Carmelite Nuns and 14 OCDS communities 
in Sicily. 

 Taking into account the fragile situation that pervades the Commissariat, it is opportune 
to seek ways of reinvigoration and restructuring. Accordingly, it has been agreed to begin 
immediate preparations for next year’s Chapter with a process of dialogue and reflection with 
the accompaniment and assistance of the Visitator.  It is hoped to formulate concrete proposals 
on fraternal life, the number and mission of communities, collaboration with other Provinces, 
pastoral vocational programmes, etc. 

 

Egypt and Iraq  

 Fr. Christophe-Marie Baudouin described his Fraternal Visit to the Delegation of 
Egypt, from 17 to 19 December last year. At the moment there are 3 OCD communities in that 
country with 14 friars. They serve the popular basilica of St. Teresa in Cairo as well as running 
a hospital for the poor. There is also a community of Carmelite nuns in Egypt. The majority of 
the friars are young and new vocations continue to arrive. This is why particular attention must 
be paid to properly assimilating and living the Order’s charism. 

 Afterwards, Fr. Christophe-Marie journeyed on to Iraq where he spent the Christmas 
festivities with Fr. Ghadir, the sole OCD religious in that country (apart from Mons. Jean 
Sleiman, the Archbishop of Bagdad). In Iraq, we also have 4 Carmelite Sisters of St. Joseph (a 
Congregation of French origin), some members of OCDS and a small group of consecrated lay 
women. Our Carmelite pastoral and spiritual ministry is very valuable here, considering the 
difficult conditions in which the few remaining Christians live. An increase in the number of 
religious in Iraq, as soon as possible, would be most welcome.  
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India  

 Fr. Pius James D’Souza spent most of January and February in India and was able to 
make at least initial contact with the Indian OCD Provinces. He paid a Fraternal Visit to the 
Provinces of Manjummel, South Kerala and Malabar and had virtual contacts with the 
Provincial Councils of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, and the Regional Vicariates of 
Odisha and West Bengala and Northeast,  the Delegation of Ranchi as well as the Mission of 
Chhattisgarh. He was able to visit the communities of Carmelite Nuns in Kerala and had a 
virtual meeting with the Conference of Indian Provincials. 

 In all of these meetings, the primary objectives of the sexennium were discussed: the 
Charism Declaration, Formation, Saints’ anniversaries, etc., as well as some specific themes 
pertaining to each circumscription. The meetings will obviously also serve as a preparation for 
Fr. General’s visit to India, scheduled for next October. 

 

Africa  

 Fr. Jean-Baptiste Pagabeleguem informed the Definitory meeting about the Conference 
of Superiors from OCD Francophone Africa. He had attended this Conference with Fr. Philbert 
Namphande. Among the item discussed were the different levels of Formation (initial, for 
Formators and for Superiors…), second Noviciate, as well as various other initiatives relating 
to collaboration among circumscriptions. 

 In his turn, Fr. Philbert, related about the work of the OCD Anglophone Conference, at 
which Fr. Jean-Baptiste also assisted. Here the programme for joint activities for the coming 
years were outlined: a course for Formators, a meeting of the young religious, formation for 
Superiors and the forthcoming African Carmelite Congress. There was also discussion about 
the Institute of Spirituality and Religious Formation in Tangaza (Kenya) and the need for more 
religious from the Order to serve as professors there. 

 From both of these meetings it was very clear that a stronger presence and influence of 
Provincials is required. This is necessary in order to assure circumscriptions in phases of 
growth and consolidation that their mother Provinces are in agreement and support of their 
requirements and efforts. 

 

Europe  

 The European Definitors also reported on the European Conference of Provincials. It 
has not proved possible to stage the course for Formators or the meeting of the Permanent 
Commission. However, preparations for a second Noviciate during the summer months are still 
in progress. The next Assembly of all the Provincials is scheduled for the beginning of June.  
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Life in the Circumscriptions  

 The Definitory spent one session of their meeting in conference with Fr. Michael Berry, 
Provincial of Washington. Some aspects of the current state of the Province were discussed, 
with particular attention being paid to the Delegation of Kenya. The Order has been present 
there since 1992 and has now a count of 19 Solemnly Professed, 23 Simply Professed and 3 
Novices. The rapid development and vitality of the circumscription requires a more direct and 
pronounced accompaniment than Washington is able to provide at the moment; what is hoped 
for are other forms of assistance for the mission, preferably from African circumscriptions 
themselves. With regard to the situation of the mother Province itself in the USA, there is a 
very positive upsurge in numbers of vocations. This raises a problem in the area of formation, 
as a noticeable number of the religious in the Province are quite elderly. 

 Among some specific matters that were further considered at the Definitory meeting 
were the following: 

o The situation and prospects in the Oklahoma Semiprovince (USA). The Provincial 
visited the General Curia in January, accompanied by an assessor of the Province. 
Matters discussed, among others, were: care for the elderly friars; collaboration with 
neighbouring OCD Provinces; a project for refurbishment of the shrine and 
monastery of San Antonio (Texas). 

o The possible opening of a foundation in Tamale (Ghana) by the Regional Vicariate 
of Nigeria, following a request from the local Bishop. The Definitory viewed the 
prospect favourably, provided that a sufficiently numerous and consistent 
community could be guaranteed. 

o A proposal of the Regional Vicariate of Nigeria to acquire land in Abuja (Nigeria) 
with the prospect of founding a future Centre of Spirituality. 

o The Mission of Zambia (Manjummel Province) currently with 3 religious, needs to 
be reinforced if it is to function adequately. 

o A project of restauration of the church in La Habana in Cuba (Caribbean 
Commissariat). This is urgent given the state of degeneration of the building. 

o A request for assistance from Andhra Pradesh for various needs and projects of the 
Province. 

o The construction of a new monastery in Bangui (Republic of Central Africa) and the 
request of financial funds for this major project. 

o We have also considered and approved some agreements of collaboration between 
circumscriptions for the temporary transfer of a religious from one circumscription 
to another, for reasons of service. This practice requires the approval of Fr. General 
(NA 136). 

 

General Curia  

 The Bursar General, Fr. Paolo De Carli, presented a detailed account of the economic 
situation of the General House, with a final summary for the year 2021. The economic balance 
is moderately positive, due in part to some extraordinary imbursements that increased our 
current funds. We gratefully acknowledge the collaboration of the Order’s circumscriptions 
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that regularly send their contributions. We remind everyone of the necessity of being faithful 
to this commitment, thus permitting us to cater for the responsibilities and initiatives of the 
General Curia’s governance and the institutions that depend on it, as well as providing 
assistance for worthy causes. We are particularly grateful for the exceedingly generous 
contributions of our Discalced Carmelite Sisters. In this regard, we similarly acknowledge the 
necessary collaboration of our circumscriptions with our missionary fund, as decided by the 
General Chapter. Fr. Jerome Paluku, Secretary for Missionary Cooperation, also presented the 
balance sheet for the contributions received to date. 

 Still on economy, the Definitory analysed the tables of expenses that can be authorized 
by the Provincial, Provincial Councils and the Definitory itself, for different countries 
throughout the world. The amounts must correspond with the parameters set by the Vatican. 
As soon as all these are available, we will publish the new tables for each country.  

 Fr. Marco Chiesa brought the Definitory up to date with current information and 
accompanying explanations on developments from the General Postulation of the Order. We 
commented on recent progress and prospects for the immediate future of the numerous causes 
for beatification and canonization that are being processed. One particular item discussed 
concerned the desire expressed in certain distinctive quarters that St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross (Edith Stein) be proposed as a candidate for declaration as a Doctor of the Church. The 
Definitory was in favour of the proposal and authorized Fr. Christof Betschart to co-ordinate 
an international commission to undertake a theological analysis of the Saint’s writings, with a 
view to the preparation of a Positio for a possible Doctorate.  

 The Secretary for Information, Fr. Jose Pereira, commented on some aspects of our 
presence on Internet and on social networks. Communication of news, documents and other 
material is free-flowing and has a very receptive following, albeit varying, depending on 
different regions of the world. We continue in our efforts to provide information that is 
interesting, useful and pluralistic but, for this, we are relying on your on-going notifications 
about interesting events from the international Carmelite world. 

 We also met with Fr. Rafal Wilkowski, Secretary for the Nuns, who related some data 
about the current situation of communities of Discalced Carmelite Nuns throughout the world, 
paying particular attention to those he has visited recently. Since Cor orans and Vultum Dei 
quaerere have come into vigour, a revision of the legislation of every Order is necessary. The 
Congregation for Religious has confirmed to Fr. General that, in accordance with the 
Constitutions of the Discalced Nuns, he is the one responsible for co-ordinating the work of 
the said revision. Accordingly, in the coming months, a meeting will be arranged for 
representatives of all the Federations and Associations of the Order to initiate the corresponding 
process.  

 Finally, Fr. Ramiro Casale, Delegate for our Secular Order, informed us about the life 
of the Secular Order throughout the world and referred to some particular projects for the 
future. The celebration of a new World Congress of the OCDS is also under consideration. 

 We conclude this meeting of the Definitory with the season of Lent in full flow. We 
journey towards Easter, the true font of our hope, in a world too full of reasons for worry and 
suffering. In union with the whole community of the General House, we are going to share 
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some days on Retreat, which will help us to become more responsive every day to the voice of 
the Spirit, so that we may continue to offer our services to the Order in accordance with the 
will of God. 

 We wish all of you, our Brothers and Sisters in Teresian Carmel, a Holy and Happy 
Easter, filled with the joy of Christ’s Resurrection. 

    Fr. Miguel Marquez Calle, General 
    Fr, Agustí Borrell i Viader 

    Fr. Pius James D’Souza 
    Fr. Philbert Namphande 

    Fr. Roberto Maria Pirastu 
    Fr. Christianus Surinono 

    Fr. Martin Martinez Larios 
    Fr. Christophe-Marie Baudouin 

    Fr. Jean-Baptiste Pagabeleguem  
    


