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Rome, 7th of June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters of the Teresian Carmel: 
 
 

Three months ago, at the beginning of March, the previous meeting of the General 
Definitory took place. In those same days, concern began to grow about an unknown 
coronavirus, which would be designated COVID-19 and which gradually spread throughout the 
world. As we know, the virus ended up causing the greatest pandemic in recent times which 
has affected practically all of humanity and has brought about a notable change in the lives of 
many people. 

We, too, were forced to suspend programmed activities, especially those that required 
some form of traveling. Together with all the members of the General House community, we 
entered into a dynamic focus on fraternal life, prayer and work. We were able to celebrate our 
community retreat, although without leaving the house, and in the intimacy of community, we 
lived intensely the last stage of Lent, Holy Week, and all the Easter time. All this was 
undoubtedly an enriching experience, which allowed us to deepen our mutual relationships and 
to follow a regular and stable rhythm of life that we are rarely given to savor because of our 
usual commitments in the service of the Order. 

During this time, we have not stopped following closely the life of the Order. We have 
learned to do it in a different way without trips or face-to-face meetings, and instead, taking 
advantage of the great possibilities offered by telematic means. As far as possible, we have 
continued to accompany the circumscriptions, trying to respond to their needs in the new 
circumstances. At the same time, we have continued to advance in preparation of important 
materials for the present and future of the Order, especially the Charismatic Declaration and 
the revision of the Applicative Norms, in the perspective of the next Extraordinary Definitory 
and the General Chapter of 2021. 

Now that we are gradually leaving behind this peculiar stage of confinement, we 
remember in a special way the members of the Order —friars, nuns and lay people— who have 
been most directly affected by the pandemic. We renew the confident prayer that we have 
presented to the Lord during this time for those who have died, for those who have suffered, or 
are suffering from the disease, for their communities and families. 

For the whole Order, the pandemic and confinement have had notable consequences in 
areas as diverse as fraternal relationships, pastoral activity, and the economic situation. In light 
of the Gospel and of our charism, we should continue to reflect on this unexpected and 
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disconcerting situation in order to draw positive consequences, even from something apparently 
so negative. In this regard, we recall the message that Fr. General sent at that time to the whole 
Order with the title "A wish in times of tribulation", which constitutes a good point of reference 
for discernment from our spirituality. 

Looking to the immediate future, the General Chapter of the Order is scheduled to be 
held next year (May 1, 2021 in Nemi, Italy). Before the General Chapter an Extraordinary 
Definitory is usually held with the new superiors of the circumscriptions. We decided some 
time ago to hold this meeting in Mexico City at the end of this August 2020. The present 
situation makes it practically impossible to keep that date, both because of the uncertainty about 
the possibilities of travelling freely from all over the world, and because of the proximity of the 
present celebration of the Chapters and the taking up of office by the new superiors. For this 
reason, the Definitory has made the decision to postpone the Extraordinary Definitory which 
will be held, God willing, from the 28th of November to the 5th of December, maintaining in 
principle the same location. Given the current provisional situation and the difficulty of 
predicting the future evolution of the pandemic, and of the legal measures that will be adopted 
in the various countries, we hope to confirm the date and place with greater certainty during the 
meeting of the Definitory next September. 

 The Definitory’s dialogue during these days took particular account of the situation of 
the circumscriptions of the Order on the threshold of a new triennium that is beginning in an 
atypical way. The majority have had to postpone their triennial Chapters, with the exception of 
those of Latin America, as well as Korea and Japan. Fortunately, in many countries confinement 
is now being relaxed and Chapters can begin to be convened with all the necessary precautions 
and with some limitations. This is especially the case in Europe, the United States and East 
Asia, while for the time being, the possible dates of the Chapters in circumscriptions such as 
India and Africa are still uncertain. 

We remind all the Chapters that an important theme on which they are called to reflect 
is the Charismatic Declaration that the Order is preparing for approval at the next General 
Chapter. We await the evaluation and contributions of the Provincial Chapters so that the 
current draft can be progressively enriched, and the final text be the fruit of the joint reflection 
of all. 

Another topic on which some Chapters will have to dialogue and make concrete 
decisions is the presence of friars from one circumscription in the territory of another. We recall 
that in September 2017, the Definitory approved some decisions to put an end to the presence 
of friars living outside of community, which is contrary to the spirit and letter of our laws. In 
June 2018, a reasonable time was granted, and it was established that these presences should be 
regularized before the Provincial Chapters of 2020. In the same vein, in March of this year 
2020, criteria were established for collaboration between the Provinces, respecting the principle 
of territoriality. During the meeting of the Definitory we analyzed the steps that have been taken 
so far and the responses received from the different Provinces, and we have taken some concrete 
measures which will be communicated to the respective Provinces, and also to the 
corresponding Dioceses. 

Continuing with the life of the circumscriptions, we read and commented on the reports 
that some of them sent in a year after their General Visitation, as required by the current practice 
of the Definitory. On this occasion, we received reports from the Iberian Province and the Semi-
Province of Lebanon, as well as the provisional communication from the Province of Krakow. 

During the sessions of the Definitory, we received the General Treasurer who presented 
the usual quarterly report. Among other things, we analyzed with him the financial situation of 
the Teresianum, particularly that of the Theological Faculty. This academic and formative 
institution, which is so important for us, must continue to receive the necessary resources, both 
financial and personnel, to carry out in an efficient way the service that the Order needs and 
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expects from it. For this reason, the availability and collaboration of the Order's 
circumscriptions is essential. 

The economy of both the General House and many circumscriptions has also suffered 
from the consequences of the pandemic. Without a doubt, it is time to review some options in 
the direction of greater austerity of life and adequate economic efficiency, dedicating available 
resources to priority needs. It is also important to increase the circulation of goods within the 
Order in order to be able to help those circumscriptions that need it most, without forgetting 
solidarity with the poorest in our society, who, as always, have been the most affected by this 
global crisis. 

For his part, the Procurator General informed the Definitory of the steps taken in recent 
months with the Vatican organizations to obtain the necessary permissions in relation to those 
areas of the life of the Order that require them. In particular, we discussed some concrete cases 
of friars whose process is pending resolution. 
 

The Definitory has appointed (in some cases renewed): 
 

- Juan Miguel Henríquez Tobar, for three years, as Superior of the community of the 
International College in Rome, 

- Joseph Antony Purampokku Puraidom as First Counsellor of the community of the 
International College in Rome, 

- Enrique Castro Yurrita as Socius and Bursar of the community of the Seminarium 
Missionum in Rome, 

- Attilio Ghisleri as General Delegate for Israel, 
- Francisco Negral as First Counsellor of the General Delegation of Israel, 
- Karol Milewski as Second Councillor of the General Delegation of Israel, 
- Avelino Pertile as First Councillor of the community of Stella Maris. 

 
We held this session of the General Definitory in the week immediately following the 

Feast of Pentecost. The pandemic has forced us to renew our awareness of human fragility and 
of the uncertainty that weighs on all our projects. It is one more experience that pushes us to 
open ourselves with hope and gratitude to the gift of the Spirit, the divine presence that gives 
us the strength and confidence that we cannot achieve on our own. Therefore, with the desire 
to live open to His presence and action, we ask for His light for the whole Order. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Fr. Saverio Cannistrà, General 
Fr. Agustí Borrell 
Fr. Łukasz Kansy 
Fr. Johannes Gorantla 
Fr. Daniel Chowning 
Fr. Francisco Javier Mena 
Fr. Mariano Agruda III 
Fr. Daniel Ehigie 

 
 


