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On December 3, 2017, our General Curia 
experienced the immense joy of celebrat-
ing the 25th anniversary of Fr. Saverio 
Cannistrà’s priestly ordination.  Our con-
frères from the international college of 
the Teresianum and the community of St. 
Teresa joined us for the joyful celebration. 
On the evening of December 4, 2017, we 
were blessed by the visit of his Eminence 
Anders Arborelius, OCD, Cardinal Bish-
op of Stockholm, Sweden.  He is the first 
Swedish bishop since the Reformation 
and his holiness Pope Francis appointed 
him Cardinal in Rome on June 28, 2017. 
The Office of Liturgical Celebrations of 
the Supreme Pontiff announced that his 
Eminence will take possession of the title 
of Santa Maria degli Angeli on Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 18.00.  Let us join this great event to thank 
God for the wonderful gift of our dear confrere, Cardinal Anders.
In his own words: “It must be a gift of God because somehow, thanks to His providence, I met people who 
showed me the beauty of the faith and also religious life.”

OCDS Congress: Province of Southeast Brazil
The Order of Discalced Carmelites Secular of the Province of Saint Joseph, Southeast Brazil, celebrated its 
33rd Provincial Congress from November 2nd through 5th. Approximately 100 members of the 54 Com-

munities and Groups in that OCDS province participated.
The theme of the event was, “The identity of the Secular Carmelite,” and its motto was,“Seculars give the 
Order the wealth proper to its secularity.” Father Javier Mena Lima, ocd, General Definitor, attended the 

meeting.

 Cardinal Anders Arborelius, ocd
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New OCDS Council in Central Italy

The Secular Order of the Province of Saint Joseph, 
Central Italy, held elections October 28th through 
29th in Sassone, near Rome.
Some time after the creation of the new Province, its 
predecessors being Rome and Tuscany, a decision 
was made to elect a single council for the OCDS for 
the entire provincial territory made up of a president 
and eight councilors: two from Sardinia, three from 
the former Province of Tuscany, and three from the 
former Province of Rome.
Those elected are: Cecilia Manuelli (president), Ga-
briella Stilli, Laura Isotton, Luana Santoro, Michela 
Peddio, Paolo Boncristiano, Maria Antonia Poda, 
and Maria Teresa Castaldi.
Present at the meeting were the Vicar General, 
Father Agustí Borrell; the Provincial, Father Rocco 
Visca; and the Provincial Delegate to the OCDS, 
Father Arnaldo Pigna.

A solemn celebration on December 18 was held 
to mark the closure of the third centenary of the 
death of Blessed Mary of the Angels, foundress of 
the Carmelite monastery of “Saint Joseph of the 
Mother of God” in Moncalieri (Turin). The Gen-
eral Superior of the Discalced Carmelites, Father 
Saverio Cannistrà, presided over the celebrations 
that commemorated the 300th anniversary of the 
death of the Blessed, the first native of Turin and 
the first Italian Discalced Carmelite nun to be el-
evated to the honors of the altar. The “pilgrimage” 
of her relics from Moncalieri visited three closely 
related churches in Turin: Santa Cristina, the sur-
viving church of the ancient monastery where she 
lived; Santa Teresa, where her body was saved and 
guarded for 150 years; and finally, the Basilica of 
Mary Help of Christians – alive with the memory 
of Saint John Bosco – who was a devotee of Mary 
of the Angels and of whom he wrote a biography 
on the occasion of her beatification on April 25, 
1865 by Pope Pius IX.
Excerpts from Father Saverio’s homily:
Blessed Mary of the Angels leaves us “the am-
bition of a Christian radicality … the untiring 
search for the “radix” that is the Trinitarian life of 
God and his mysterious presence … which we can 
experience … in the flesh of the Son. … To go to 
the root you have to journey… a lived transforma-
tion in which the Spirit … works … with a chisel 
… engraving deeply». Within herself, she felt “all 
that we too feel in a minor form: temptations 

Moncalieri: Conclusion of the third 
centenary celebrations of the death of the 

Blessed Mary of the Angels
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against faith, fears against hope … and the resistance to abandon oneself completely in the hands of the 
Lord. … Holiness is precisely this … the humble offering of our truth, of our reality, of what we are … a 
reality that always has so many cracks. … “There is a crack in everything. That’s how the light gets in.” (L. 
Cohen). Indeed it is like this: [it is] these cracks that make people imperfect according to our worldly log-
ic. Where misery, poverty, incapacity, and powerlessness manifest themselves, it is there that love – that 
manifests itself in a more powerful, more vivid way – comes to take us, comes to save us precisely where 
we are not able to go forward, to take one step towards Him. It is only by letting ourselves be taken by 
this Love that we make the journey of holiness, a journey that is truly made only if we are taken, lifted up, 
supported by the strong arms of God.”
The story of this woman is a story of salvation, the solid rock that, as the Gospel says, will not be taken 
from us… and is to be made known. For this reason, among the initiatives that took place during the 
course of this year, we mention in particular the Exhibition at the Diocesan Museum dedicated to this 
singular female figure from Turin. The exhibition, which will remain open until 11 February 2018, trac-
es her life, devotion, and the veneration that first spread to the Carmelite Order immediately after his 
death and developed and intensified bit by bit in the process of canonization. To honor their memory, the 
Moncalieri nuns published the new modern profile, “Io sarò carmelita: Marianna Fontanella, Beata Maria 
degli Angeli” by the publisher Editrice San Paolo. (“I Will Be a Carmelite: Maria Fontanella, Blessed Mary 
of the Angels”) written by Maria Teresa Reineri. Lastly, we invite you to read the letters and Spiritual Rela-
tions of this woman in which you can see how she turned over all of her wounded humanity to the Lord.
Source: Official website of the Discalced Carmelite Province of St. Charles Borromeo of Lombardy 
(http://www.ilcarmelo.it/)

New General Bursar

The General Definitory has nominated Fr. Paolo De Carli OCD from the Venetian Province as the new 
General Bursar.

Fr, Paolo was born in Trent in 1965 and, on the completion of High School studies in Electrotechnics, en-
tered our monastery of Madonna delle Laste (Trent) where he made his first Profession in 1987.  He was 
ordained Priest in Brescia in 1993.  In 1995 he was appointed as Master of Theology Students in Brescia 
and was elected Prior of the Noviciate house in Trent in 1999.  From 2005 until 2011 he served as Assis-
tant Director of  the Madonna della neve Institute in Adro and became Director there for the triennium 
2011-2014.  From 2011 to 2014 he was Vicar Provincial and Provincial Bursar of the Venetian Province.
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Fr. Attilio Ghisleri OCD, Nominated as General Delegate for Israel
The General Definitory has nominated Fr.Attilio Ghisleri OCD as the new General Delegate for Israel. He 
had served as General Bursar until recently.
He was born in Bassano, Brescia on 26 October 1940 and entered the Minor Seminary at Adro in 1953. He 
made his Simple and Solemn Professions in 1958 and 1962 respectively and was ordained Priest in Venice 
on 25 March 1966.

The following are some of the relevant details of his years of ser-
vice in the Order:
Licence in Theology at the Angelicum, Rome in 1967.
Doctorate in Modern Literature at the Catholic University of 
Milan in 1971.
Qualified as a teacher of Literature and Latin for second level 
schools of higher education.
Doctorate in Sociology at “La Sapienza” University of Rome in 
1976.
Teacher of Italian and History for 24 years in public schools.
Local and national Assistant to OCDS for a number of years.
Ministry in parishes of the Diocese of Mantova and Director of 
Retreats and Formation Courses for different monasteries and 
Religious Institutes.

A Carmelite Christmas gift from Pope Francis to the Curia
On 21st December, following his traditional Christmas greeting and address to the Roman Curia, Pope 

Francis revealed his gift this year to the cardinals, bishops and prefects who were present. On this occasion, 
the Pope has given them two books, one of which is I want to see God by Bld. Marie-Eugene of the Child 
Jesus, Discalced Carmelite, published in Italian by the Vatican Publishing House. Talking about the book, 
the Pope told those present: ‘It will do us much good to read it… Perhaps not all of it’, he added jokingly 

(perhaps given the thickness of the book), ‘by searching in the index for what is of most interest to us most 
or what we most need’.
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