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The	East	Timor	mission	moves	forward		
 
On	December	10,	2016,	the	Father	General	of	the	Order,	
Saverio	 Cannistrà,	 granted	 official	 permission	 to	 begin	
the	foundation	of	a	new	mission	of	Discalced	Carmelite	
friars	 in	 East	Timor.	 Fathers	Noé	Martins	 and	Antonio	
Gonzalez,	 ocd,	 have	 been	 there	 for	 a	 year	 already.	 As	
previously	reported,	the	mission	is	under	the	responsibility	of	the	Province	of	Portugal	
with	the	collaboration	of	the	Iberian	and	Navarrese	provinces.	
On	December	14th,	feast	of	Saint	John	of	the	Cross,	Fathers	Miguel	Márquez	(Province	of	
Iberia)	and	Jon	Korta	(Provincial	Delegate	of	Navarre)	arrived	in	Dili,	East	Timor,	for	a	
fraternal	 visit	with	our	missionaries.	 Father	 Joaquim	Teixeira	 (Provincial	 of	Portugal),	
who	accompanied	 them	on	 their	 trip,	had	 to	 return	 to	Portugal	 from	Bali,	 Indonesia	–	
unfortunately	–	because	of	a	problem	with	his	passport.	
Let	us	give	thanks	to	God	for	this	new	mission	of	the	Teresian	Carmel!	
	
	
	

 A	new	community	in	Egypt	
	
The	General	Delegation	of	Egypt	has	
established	 a	 new	 presence	 in	
Alexandria,	 that	 city	 which	
resonates	 so	 much	 in	 Christian	
history.	
Present	 in	 Egypt	 for	 90	 years,	 the	
Teresian	 Carmel	 is	 exploring	 new	
growth	because	of	the	vocations	the	
Lord	 is	 blessing	 us	 with	 in	 those	

lands.	
There	 are	 already	 two	 entities	 under	 our	 responsibility	 in	 Alexandria:	 a	 school	 and	 a	
hospital.	 Now,	with	 the	 permanent	 presence	 of	 two	 religious,	 Abuna	 Cyril	 and	 Abuna	
Anthony,	 the	 reach	 of	 our	 apostolate	 can	 extend	 to	 other	 schools	 as	well	 as	 parishes.	
They	will	also	focus	on	the	specific	pastoral	work	of	our	spirituality.	
We	 pray	 for	 these	 brothers	 of	 ours,	 whose	 presence	 began	 precisely	 under	 the	
patronage	of	Saint	John	of	the	Cross,	on	his	feast	day,	and	for	the	entire	Delegation.	May	
the	Virgin	of	Carmel	assist	them	in	their	difficulties.	
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New	Discalced	Carmelite	Bishop	
	
	 On	 20th	 December,	 2016,	 Pope	 Francis	
appointed	 as	 Bishop	 of	 the	 Lismore	 diocese,	 in	
Australia,	 our	 brother	 Fr	 Gregory	 Homeming	who,	
since	2014,	has	been	Regional	Vicar	of	 that	area	of	
jurisdiction,	which	 is	dependent	on	 the	Anglo-Irish	
province.	Fr	Greg,	as	he	is	familiarly	known	amongst	
us,	 also	 fulfilled	 this	 office	 from	1998	 to	 2002	 and	

from	2005	to	2011.		
Born	in	1957,	he	made	his	profession	on	1st	February	1987	and	was	ordained	priest	on	
20th	July	1991.	He	has	a	degree	in	Economics	and	Law	from	the	University	of	Sydney	and	
completed	his	theological	studies	in	the	Catholic	University	of	Melbourne.		
May	the	Lord	bless	him	and	accompany	him	in	this	mission	to	which	he	has	been	called	
in	God’s	Church.	It	is	absolutely	certain	that	he	will	not	lack	the	prayers	of	his	Teresian	
Carmelite	family.	
	
	
	

Letter	from	our	nuns	in	Aleppo		
	

As	 you	 can	 imagine,	 it	was	with	
great	 joy	 that	 the	 General	 Curia	
received	 a	 letter	 sent	 to	 Fr	 General	 on	
21st	December	from	our	nuns	in	Aleppo.	
We	 published	 the	 complete	 letter	 in	
French	 and	 Spanish	 on	 our	 social	
networks	 on	 the	 27th	 of	 the	 same	
month.	

In	 it	 they	 expressed	 their	 appreciation	 of	 the	 closeness	 of	 their	 brothers	 and	
sisters	 who	 had	 sent	 them	 help	 and,	 above	 all,	 for	 the	 prayers	 by	 which	 they	 felt	
sustained	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 terrible	 situation	 through	 which	 they	 had	 to	 live.	 It	 is	
moving	to	know	from	themselves	that	the	tiniest	prayer,	the	word	of	encouragement	in	
which	 they	 sensed	 our	 closeness,	 our	 love,	 helped	 them	 to	 be	 able	 to	 live	 their	
community	life	better,	surrounded	by	the	war	which	has	so	cruelly	scourged	Aleppo.		

United	 to	 the	 suffering	 people,	 for	 whom	 they	 interceded	 continually	 in	 their	
prayer	and	sharing	in	their	suffering,	they	continued	their	fraternal	life,	overcoming	all	
obstacles:	Our	sisters	installed	in	the	choir	a	new	icon	of	Our	Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	–	a	
gift	 from	 the	 Carmelite	 nuns	 in	 Harissa,	 Lebanon	 –	 which	 was	 blessed	 by	 a	 Word	
Incarnate	priest,	delegated	by	the	Bishop.	They	were	able	to	take	part	with	the	Church	
and	the	Order	in	the	happiness	for	the	canonization	of	Elizabeth	of	the	Trinity	and	the	
beatification	of	Fr	Marie	Eugene,	as	well	as	celebrating	their	annual	retreat	and	even	the	
feast	day	of	the	Prioress	on	the	13th	and	14th	of	November.		
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In	their	letter,	the	sisters	also	shared	with	us	the	joy	which	has	resulted	from	the	
liberation	 of	 the	 city	 for	 the	people,	 subjected	 for	 so	 long	 to	 great	 suffering;	 although	
there	is	a	strong	contrast	between	the	western	and	eastern	parts	of	the	city.	At	the	time	
they	were	writing	their	letter,	the	people	seemed	happy,	with	song	and	dance	decorating	
the	western	part	of	 the	city	to	celebrate	Christmas,	even	among	the	ruins.	To	the	east,	
however,	the	situation	is	rather	more	painful,	with	great	difficulties	in	facing	winter	and,	
even	 if	 the	 city	 could	 be	 reconstructed,	 the	 wounds	 in	 the	 hearts	 of	 the	 people	 who	
suffered	so	much	in	the	conflict,	would	remain	open	for	a	 long	time.	May	the	Prince	of	
Peace	 be	 able	 to	 heal	 them!,	 our	 sisters	 pray,	 pleading	 with	 us	 to	 join	 them	 in	 their	
trusting	prayer.	

	
	
	

 Death	of	Fr	Giuseppe	Caviglia,	ocd			
 

Recently,	 on	 the	 16th	 January,	 Fr	 Giuseppe	 (Francisco)	
Caviglia,	 Discalced	 Carmelite,	 died	 in	 the	 San	 Vito	 hospital	 of	
Turin.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Saint	Teresa	community	in	the	
same	 city.	 He	 had	 been	 suffering	 from	 a	 grave	 tumor	 of	 the	
liver.		

A	member	of	the	Genoa	Province,	Fr	Caviglia	did	his	studies	at	the	Teresianum	in	
Rome	 and,	 after	 a	 brief	 period	 in	 his	 Province	 of	 origin,	 he	 returned	 to	Rome,	 having	
been	appointed	as	secretary	of	the	Teresianum	Faculty	by	the	then	General,	Fr	Anastasio	
Ballestrero.	On	weekends,	 free	 from	the	duties	of	his	office	and	accompanied	by	some	
students	and	priests	 from	 the	Teresianum,	he	became	 involved	 in	 the	pastoral	 care	of	
some	villages	near	Rome.			

On	being	 consecrated	Bishop	of	Bari,	Mons.	Anastasio	 requested	 that	 he	be	his	
secretary,	 forming	a	 team	with	Sr	Antonina	Volpe	 from	the	Congregation	of	Charity	of	
the	Immaculate	of	 Ivrea,	who	died	at	 the	end	of	 last	year.	The	two	also	assisted	Mons.	
Anastasio	 in	 his	 time	 as	 Archbishop	 of	 Turin,	 Cardinal	 and	 President	 of	 the	 Italian	
Episcopal	Conference.	

They	also	accompanied	Mons.	Anastasio	when	he	went	into	retirement	at	Bocca	
di	Magra	until	his	death	in	June	1998,	when	Fr	Caviglia	returned	to	his	Province.	There	
he	 became	 noted	 for	 his	 work	 as	 confessor	 to	 various	 communities	 of	 Discalced	
Carmelite	nuns	and	also	to	many	lay	people	who	frequented	their	communities.	 In	the	
last	19	years	of	his	life	he	also	had	the	opportunity	to	fill	various	offices	in	his	Province:	
Superior	in	Arenzano	and	Genoa,	director	of	the	“Messaggero”	the	monthly	magazine	of	
the	 Child	 Jesus	 sanctuary	 in	 Arenzano	 and,	 finally,	 Superior	 of	 the	 Turin	 monastery	
where	he	died.		

May	our	brother	rest	in	peace.	
  

 
 

Father	General	visits	Latin	America	
 

On	 Saturday,	 January	 7th,	 Father	 General	 left	 Rome	
heading	 for	 São	 Paulo,	 Brazil,	 to	 participate	 in	 the	
Chapter	 of	 the	 Province	 of	 Southeastern	 Brazil.	 The	
Chapter	was	celebrated	from	January	9th	through	13th	
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in	 São	 Roque.	 He	 was	 also	 able	 to	 meet	 with	 the	 Council	 of	 Associations	 of	 Brazil’s	
Discalced	Carmelite	nuns’	monasteries.	
On	the	15th	he	traveled	to	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina,	and	presided	over	the	Delegation’s	
Chapter,	which	was	celebrated	from	the	16th	to	the	20th.	
The	 last	 leg	of	his	visit	 to	Latin	America	will	be	between	Paraguay	and	Uruguay,	after	
crossing	La	Plata	River,	making	a	 fraternal	visit	 to	our	brothers,	and	participating	 in	a	
Plenary	 Council	 from	 January	 31st	 to	 February	 2nd.	 He	 will	 be	 accompanied	 by	 the	
Iberian	 Provincial,	 Father	Miguel	Márquez	 Calle;	 the	Vicariate	 of	 Bolivia	 –	 Paraguay	 –	
Uruguay	is	a	dependency	of	the	Iberian	Province.	
Father	 Saverio’s	 return	 to	 Rome	 is	 scheduled	 for	 February	 5th.	 We	 commend	 these	
journeys	and	works	to	our	good	God.	
	
		
	

News	from	our	missionaries	in	Bangui	(Central	African	
Republic)		
 
We	recently	 received	a	 letter	 from	our	brother,	 Father	Federico	
Trinchero,	ocd,	from	the	convent	of	Bangui	in	the	Central	African	
Republic.	He	sent	news	about	our	missionaries	there,	of	which	we	

provide	a	brief	summary	here.	
Currently,	the	community	has	21	religious:	4	priests,	11	students,	1	postulant,	and	5	pre-
novices,	with	a	median	age	of	26	years.	Once	in	a	while,	it	is	strengthened	by	the	arrival	
of	 Father	 Anastasio	 Roggero,	 who,	 at	 80	 years	 old,	 still	 visits	 his	 beloved	 mission	 of	
“Carmel”	 from	Prague,	his	permanent	residence,	 from	which	he	continues	working	 for	
the	missions	in	general	and	for	this	one	in	particular.	
The	formation	of	these	young	adults	“is	and	continues	to	be	our	primary	mission	from	
the	youthful	heart	of	Africa	and	the	Church;	a	mission	that	keeps	us	busy	every	day	and	
is	demanding…	but	which	is	also	entertaining,”	says	Father	Federico.	
Regarding	the	situation	in	the	country,	it	remains	precarious,	especially	in	some	regions	
(above	 all	 the	 north),	 although	 warfare	 is	 lessening	 and	 the	 situation	 in	 Bangui,	
particularly,	 is	 a	 lot	 calmer.	The	new	president	–	democratically	 elected	 thanks	 to	 the	
help	 of	 French	 armed	 forces	 –	 is	 accepted	 by	 all	 factions	 in	 the	 country	 without	
argument;	but	unfortunately,	mutual	distrust	between	Muslims	and	Christians	persists.	
The	 number	 of	 refugees	 sheltered	 by	 our	 brothers	 in	 the	 mission	 has	 gone	 down	
considerably:	 from	10,000	 in	2014	 to	3,000.	We	will	wrap	up	by	sharing	an	enjoyable	
anecdote	 from	 Father	 Federico:	 “Frequently,	 when	 I	 travel	 along	 the	 roads	 down	 the	
center	 of	 town	or	 kilometer	5,	 I	 am	 sidetracked	by	 someone	who	 recognizes	my	 face,	
stops	 me,	 and	 shouts:	 ¡Bwa	 Federico,	 mbi	 lango	 na	 Carmel!	 Zone	 ti	 mbi	 7	 (Father	
Federico,	I	slept	in	Carmel!	My	area	was	zone	7).	It	has	also	happened	that,	excessively	
overwhelmed	 by	 memories,	 a	 child	 will	 proudly	 be	 lifted	 up	 with	 the	 words:	 So	
molengue	ti	mo!	(And	this	is	your	son!).	Luckily,	due	to	the	child’s	dark	skin	color,	I	avoid	
malicious	interpretations…	but	inevitably	thoughts	return,	with	some	nostalgia,	to	those	
days	 when	 our	 refectory	 had	 been	 turned	 into	 an	 efficient	 delivery	 room	 and	 many	
children	slept	in	the	church	or	played	in	the	chapter	room.”	
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Church	personality	of	the	year	in	Nicaragua		
 
From	 the	 on-line	 Spanish	 religious	 periodical	
“Religión	Digital”,	we	 learnt	 of	 the	 news	 that	 our	
brother,	Monsignor	 José	 Silvio	 Baéz	 Ortega,	 OCD,	
auxiliary	 bishop	 in	Managua	has	 been	nominated	
Church	 personality	 for	 2016	 in	 his	 country	 of	
Nicaragua.	
He	 has	 been	 awarded	 this	 distinction	 for	 his	
constant,	evangelical	condemnations	of	abuse	with	regard	to	human	rights	in	Nicaragua,	
but	also	for	his	devotedness	as	a	pastor:	as	a	person	of	humility,	he	loves	the	most	poor	
and	teaches	all	to	love	God	and	Sacred	Scripture.		
According	to	the	afore-mentioned	article,	the	exercise	of	his	episcopal	ministry	has	been	
increasingly	appreciated	not	only	by	the	faithful	Catholics	of	Nicaragua,	but	also	by	those	
who	previously	did	not	support	the	Church’s	stance	on	different	issues.	
	


