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 What could Father General say to these young people who are about to make their solemn 

profession in our religious family? In the tradition of the Fathers of the desert, there is often a 

younger monk asking the old monk: Father, say a word for me! The young person is not asking for 

a theoretical word, full of theological doctrine and neither for a fascinating word which causes 

sweet emotions, he is looking for a solid word, based on experience, a word that comes from life 

and is addressed to life. These are the words which educate and train, because they teach us not to 

be startled in difficulties, not to give in to temptations, not to take pride in easy successes. They are 

words which, when we have understood them and assimilated them in depth, clothe us with those 

sentiments that we have just heard in the second reading: «heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience».  

 We have a need for words such as these not only when we are young, but throughout our life. 

The prophet Elijah, at the moment of his life related to us in the first reading, was no longer young: 

he had already traveled a long way. Yet he still needed a word that would encourage him, that 

would get him walking again, because he felt tired, disappointed by others, but particularly by 

himself, so he cries out: «Lord, I have had enough. Take my life». Not even he, the mythical Elijah, 

the prophet of fire, manages to accomplish the mission God entrusted to him without help that come 

to him from outside, without the angel of the Lord who invites him to get up, eat and drink, 

otherwise «the journey will be too much for you». 

 How beautiful and how true is this word which Scripture relates today to all of us, but in a 

special way to you, who have this day chosen to run the way of Elijah, which leads to God’s 

mountain, the place where the Lord is met face to face! This place is reached only by passing 

through the discovery of our own weakness, our own inability and the need we have for help from 

others, for mercy from God and my brother. By passing through the experience of fragility and 

inability, we can then know also God’s truth, which is completely different from the conventional 

image of God to which we are used. Often these images are only idols, which reflect our fears or 

our needs. But God is not that: God is love and for this his way of manifesting himself is in «a light 

sound of silence», according to the original expression in the biblical text. What does it mean that 

God is in silence? It means that I cannot search for him outside of myself, outside my history, 

outside my poverty. God obliges me to turn back into myself, into the depths of myself, where  he 

lives and knows me and he welcomes me in my poverty. 



 Perhaps this is the only word I can say to these young brothers: let God speak to you in silence, 

in the depths of yourself and your truth, which is always a poor and sinful truth. This is what God 

has asked of us in the Gospel you chose for this celebration: «Remain in me, as I remain in you». I 

know that by becoming friars and then priests, you will be asked to do many things in serving 

others, the Church, the world. But what is important is that you do not accomplish these works all 

by yourself, but with the strength that comes from Him who lives within you. The Lord certainly 

wants that we «bear much fruit», but it is not our fruit, but rather his fruit, fruit from the one vine of 

which we are simply branches. 

 When Jesus says that the Father prunes the fruit-bearing branches, so that they bear even more 

fruit, probably a reference is made exactly to the journey by which we decrease, becoming even 

more little, while God’s work and his kingdom continues to increase in us. We are not called simply 

to bear fruit, or to be efficient according to the logic of this world, but we are called to bear «much 

fruit», that superabundant fruit, which cannot come from us alone, but only from the strength of 

God’s love within us.  

 To make vows of chastity, poverty and obedience is none other than this: to place your own 

person into the Father’s hands as Jesus did, to make from this a branch of a greater vine, which 

cannot nor wants to live for himself. Let us pray that the Holy Spirit transforms you each day even 

more into the image of the Son, who awaits and receives all from the Father. Amen.  


