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Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Teresian Carmel: 

We greet you fraternally after a new meeting of the General Definitory that took place in 

Rome from the 5th to the 9th of September. As usual, during these days we dialogued and 

reflected on many and varied questions in reference to the life of the Order. We noticed again the 

diverse richness of our family. We were able to give thanks to the Lord for the vitality of the 

Order and we tried to find solutions for the most important problems that affect us. Now we want 

to share with you some information and reflections together with some concerns that also form 

part of our government service. 

Before we enter into the themes addressed in the Definitory, we celebrate a brother of 

ours, Father Oswaldo Escobar, who has been Provincial Superior of Central America, was named 

bishop of the Diocese of Chalantenango (El Salvador) on July 14 by Pope Francis. The episcopal 

ordination has been set for October 1. Furthermore, we remember Bishop Jusztin Nándor Takács, 

a Hungarian Discalced Carmelite who was Bishop of the Diocese of Székesfehérvar (Hungary) 

from 1991 to 2003. He died this past July 11. We commend him to the Lord of life. 

We friars of the Teresian Carmel have entered fully into the itinerary of the rereading of 

the Constitutions for a renewal of life. The international commission in charge of the process met 

from August 29 to September 3. During this meeting the redaction of the study guides for the 

communities continued. Moreover, the commission collected and analyzed the contributions 

(feedback) received up to this moment regarding the first four study guides. A synthesis of the 

responses was presented to the General and the Definitory, about which we discussed during our 

meeting. The Definitory positively assessed that a good number of communities are continuing 

the proposed reflection. Many of them confirmed and expressed gratitude for the usefulness of 

the work for a serious revision and revitalization of our life as Carmelites. At the same time, we 

have to recognize that there are still quite a lot of communities and circumscriptions that are not 

actively participating in the process, or at least they have not sent their responses to the 

commission. We must remember that this was a principal decision adopted by the General 

Chapter of 2015, and that it constitutes the nucleus of the program of the Order for the present 

sexennium. Without a full and serious participation we will not be able to complete our desired 

objectives. Therefore, the Definitory exhorts everyone to maintain and intensify the commitment 

we made to renovate our life in the light of the Constitutions. No one should remain on the 

margin of this collective project of the Order. 
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Regarding the content of the responses, the observation has already been made that there 

exists a distance between the ideal expressed in the Constitutions and the lived reality of our 

friars. Some recognize a great distance. In many cases, this is leading communities to assume 

concrete commitments that allow them to live in depth and with greater fidelity our charism 

(“from the Constitutions to life”). This is in reality the principal purpose of the rereading of the 

Constitutions. The responses equally stress the existence of a generalized individualism that 

seems to be very negative for our type of life. Undoubtedly, this is one of the attitudes that 

requires serious attention in order to advance towards a greater communal integration and 

towards true communion.  

According to the planned methodology, the responses received up to now, together with 

ones that will be coming, will be the basis on which the Order will decide later on if it is fitting 

to engage in some revision, modification, or amplification of the text of our laws. For the time 

being we can deduce from the responses received that, generally speaking, the Order has a 

positive vision of the Constitutional text, even though suggestions for updating or enriching its 

contents and its rewriting are also numerous. Remember that according to the established 

calendar, the rhythm will be gentler during the next months, considering the celebration of the 

provincial chapters: from September to December we will work with study guides 5 and 6, and 

from January to June, study guide 7. Of course, the communities who have not done so must 

make up the previous study guides and send us their responses. 

Moving on to other issues, we received the data and the commentaries on the different 

visitations and meetings of the Definitors with the circumscriptions during the past months. To 

begin with, Fr. Johannes Gorantla presented his pastoral visitation to the province of Tamilnadu 

(India). The province has experienced a growth in numbers over the last years and presently 

consists of 22 communities with 131 solemnly professed members, 17 simply professed and 8 

novices, including those who are in the missions of Chattisgarh and Sri Lanka as well as those 

who are living in western countries. Based on Fr. Johannes’ report, the Definitory approved 

some final decisions with the purpose of helping the province grow in unity and to consolidate 

diverse aspects related to formation, initial as well as ongoing, with a special emphasis on 

Carmelite spirituality. It also gave some directives for an adequate preparation of the next 

provincial chapter, in which Fr. Johannes will participate. 

From his part, Fr. Łukas explained his recent contact with the German province where he 

spent several weeks during the summer. The province has 4 communities and about 30 friars. 

The median age is advanced and vocations scarce, as in other parts of Europe. At the same time, 

present in the country in diverse situations, are friars from other circumscriptions, especially 

from the provinces of India. 

Fr. Daniel Chowning, on his part, visited the province of California-Arizona that 

comprises about 55-58 friars, including those friars in Uganda. He looked into some concrete 

questions of the life of the circumscription, such as the situation of the spirituality center in 

Oakville and its plans for the future. He also made a fraternal visit to the semi-province of 

Holland where there are presently 13 friars. They have not received vocations in years, a 

situation that comes from the difficult context of the society and Church in Holland during these 

last times.  
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Fr. Javier Mena shared some of impressions from his passage in Colombia and the 

Caribbean, and of his stay in Mexico where he preached a retreat to the friars of the province on 

the Constitutions of the Order. He was also present at a meeting on formation with the Discalced 

Carmelite nuns.  

At the end of July, Fr. Mariano participated in a meeting of the Conference of Major 

Superiors of East Asia and Oceania. They set the calendar for the next months in the region, 

especially regarding the Chapters of the circumscriptions and of the general pastoral visitations. 

They also spoke about different aspects related to the Carmelite nuns, the process of rereading 

the Constitutions, of formation of the Secular Carmelites, and the solidarity fund for the 

missions. One of the main themes was the orientation of initial formation, a fundamental 

question in a region with great vocational vitality. In this sense, it was stressed that one of the 

priorities must be learning languages like English, a preliminary step in order to provide and 

make possible a good theological and pastoral formation, and even more so for an adequate 

Carmelite formation. For example, in many of the local languages there are no translations of the 

works of the Saints of our Order, nor other important texts such as the Constitutions.  

Likewise, Fr. Mariano commented on some aspects of the situation of the general 

delegation of Taiwan-Singapore where he also made a fraternal visitation from July 13-22. 

Presently, there are 23 professed friars and 13 in formative stages, with 4 houses in 3 countries. 

In this area it is also necessary to dedicate sufficient energy to initial formation in order to 

advance towards a solid and enduring presence.  

Reviewing such various situations in diverse places of the world where the Order is 

present, we became conscious once more of the importance of the missions for the life of 

Carmel. The missionary sensitivity has been very intense throughout our history and has born 

great fruits for the Church and the Order. In regions far away from their homeland, many of our 

brothers have dedicated their life enthusiastically in order to make Christ and the presence of 

Carmel known. Nowadays, the circumstances of mission, including the way of understanding 

and living it, has changed notably. Nevertheless, the missionary passion must not diminish, but is 

called to grow and to express itself in new forms adequate to the present world situation. In this 

context, we must definitely review the reasons that lead to deciding the presence of friars outside 

the territory of their own circumscription, and to provide a good discernment about the 

consequences of this practice for the future of the Order. 

Concrete good news in this area is the presence of a community of three Italian friars 

(Adolfo, Mariano y Paolo Maria) in Albania, a territory in great need of evangelization. The new 

monastery of Nenshat, recently constructed with the help of the center of the Order, will be 

inaugurated next October 1st in a celebration in which Fr. General will preside.  

Another aspect to analyze is the economical collaboration of the Order with missionary 

projects. Surprisingly, we have noticed that the decision of the past General Chapter to create a 

fund of missionary solidarity with annual contributions from all the circumscriptions is moving 

very slowly. The total received until now is only 61,000 euros, and practically half of the 

provinces have not yet sent their donation. Considering that from the beginning of the year more 

than 88.000 euros have been given to different projects, the quantity received does not cover the 

disbursements made, and other projects already prepared for cannot be completed. The 
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Definitory is calling once more for the collaboration of all the provinces in order to continue 

maintaining in a concrete form help to the missionary territories.  

The Definitory, together with Fr. Rafał Wilkowski, secretary for the nuns, analyzed the 

project of ongoing formation for the Discalced Carmelite nuns. In the previous communication 

we were informed of the work undertaken by the group of friars convoked by Fr. General and of 

the conclusions of the group work that was sent to the sisters who participated in the General 

Chapter and to their successors in the presidency of the Federations and Associations. Having 

received their responses and proposals, a working group will be established in order to concretize 

the methodology, the themes, and the materials that the monasteries will offer. 

Related to the Carmelite nuns, we discussed the recent publication of the Apostolic 

Constitution Vultum Dei Quaerere on women’s contemplative life. This document, expected for 

a long time, offers some reflections on the value and meaning of contemplative life, as well as 

some general guidelines on twelve important themes: formation, prayer, the Word of God, the 

Eucharist and Reconciliation, fraternal life in community, autonomy, federations, enclosure, 

work, silence, means of communication, and asceticism. However, we see no major changes in 

the fundamental questions. On the other hand, the concrete application of the new guidelines is 

confided to the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 

Life who must soon prepare an Instruction on such subjects.  

Also on this occasion, in dialogue with the Procurator General, we analyzed the situation 

of the processes of some brothers who require decisions from the Definitory, or actions before 

the Congregation for Religious. Moreover, as is always the case, the General Treasurer presented 

the state of the accounts of the administration of the center of the Order. With him, and with Fr. 

Roberto Marini, pastor of the parish of St. Teresa of Jesus of Rome (the parish of the General 

House), we evaluated the state of the reparation work and of the maintenance that is being done 

in the parish Church, the possible financial resources, as well as other aspects of the parish life.  

The Definitory deliberated and made decisions about other concrete questions of the life 

of the Order. Thus, it approved the petition from the province of Karnataka Goa for the canonical 

erection of the monastery of Deroche in the diocese of Vancouver (British Colombia, Canada). 

The definitive decision on these similar petitions coming from different circumscriptions will be 

made once we have received all the necessary documentation.  

Regarding the community of the Teresianum, the Definitory named Fr. Christof Betschart 

first councilor. Following his appointment last June, Fr. Albert Wach has recently assumed his 

office as superior of the community. Furthermore, Fr. Agustí Borrell, responsible for the 

academic centers of the Order, informed the Definitory of the steps that have recently taken place 

to move toward an official and stable link between CITeS of Avila and the Faculty of Theology 

of the Teresianum. This would also permit an Ecclesial academic acknowledgment to the studies 

of CITeS.  

The Definitory also accepted the request of affiliation to the Order to the Carmelites of 

Mary Door of the Dawn and of Saint Thérèse, a congregation of Diocesan rite born in Lithuania.  
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In finalizing our meeting, we were mindful that the time of Provincial Chapters is 

drawing close. The Definitory decided to maintain the custom of gathering a General 

Extraordinary Definitory after the Chapters: in any case, it will take place the end of August or 

the beginning of September of 2017. The meeting will serve to exchange information and 

guidelines with the provincials regarding government service in order to promote collaboration 

and coordination between the center of the Order and the provinces, and at the same time, in 

order to follow the process of rereading the Constitutions. The Definitory will give more details 

about the dates, place, and themes to be taken up in the next meeting that will take place in 

December. By the way, next year, 2017, will be anniversary time for some provinces of the 

Order that were established officially in 1617 and will celebrate, therefore, the IV Centenary of 

their beginning (Genoa, Poland, Lombardy, Flanders and Avignon).  

Finally, let’s remember that from the middle of July, around the feast of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel, the new web page of the General House began to function. This is an institutional 

organ of communication of the Order that we can consult in Italian, English, Spanish, French, 

German and Portuguese. You can find there the relevant news for the Order as well as 

information about the activities of the General, of the Definitors, and other collaborators of the 

General Government. You can also find on the page diverse documents and materials. The page 

will be enriched little by little with new elements. Furthermore, we have consolidated our 

habitual presence in new social networks, especially Twitter and Facebook, that provide a fluid 

and immediate communication. Finally, the channels of the General Curia in YouTube and in 

Sound Cloud have opened.  

To conclude our letter to the Order, we cannot forget to mention the joy of the family of 

the Teresian Carmel for the canonization of Elizabeth of the Trinity that will take place in Rome 

on October 16, as well as the Beatification of Fr. Marie-Eugene of the Child Jesus (Henri 

Grialou), scheduled for November 19 in Avignon. Elizabeth of the Trinity reminds us of the 

necessary synthesis between attention to God and to our brothers and sisters who constitute our 

charism. She offers a good description of her way of understanding and living Carmel when she 

takes the Virgin Mary as model and presents her as “model of interior souls,” and “an adorer of 

the God’s gift,” and adds: “this did not impede her from giving herself to things outside when it 

came to the exercise of charity.” (Heaven in Faith, 40). 

Fraternally 

 

Fr. Saverio Cannistrà, General 

Fr. Agustí Borrell 

Fr. Łukasz Kansy 

Fr. Johannes Gorantla 

Fr. Daniel Chowning 

Fr. Francisco Javier Mena 

Fr. Mariano Agruda III 

Fr. Daniel Ehigie 

 


