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Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Teresian Carmel: 

We greet you all with fraternal affection at the conclusion of the General Definitory meeting 

held in Rome from June 6 to 11 and participated in by Father General and all the Definitors. The 

meeting enabled us to evaluate the current realities facing the extensive family of the Teresian 

Carmel and to make opportune decisions at the service of the Order entrusted to us. We shared 

experiences and assessed information culled from the past weeks, especially from recently 

concluded pastoral and fraternal visitations.  

Before going to the agenda taken up by the Definitory, we had to review recent happenings. 

First, the unexpected sickness and subsequent demise of Father Saverio’s mother; we entrust her 

to the Lord of life and join in the grief and hope of Father General and his family. We prayed as 

well for our brothers and sisters in the Order who have departed recently, remembering them 

with Christian Hope and sincere gratitude for their testimony of life. We include among them our 

bishops Julio Xavier Labayen and Gonzalo López Marañón, who died in the past weeks. 

On the other hand, we received with joy the appointment of Fr. Zdenko Križić as bishop of 

the diocese of Gospić-Senj (Croatia). The episcopal ordination was celebrated in the Cathedral of 

that diocese last May 25. A good number of friars of the Order attended, among whom were 

some Definitors and a group from the Teresianum where Fr. Zdenko was Superior of the 

Community until his nomination as bishop. 

Following the methodology agreed upon for this sexennium as regards pastoral visitations, 

we first examined and evaluated the initial reports of the visitations concluded in the past two 

months as a collegial effort to come up with more accurate conclusions and appropriate 

recommendations. First, Fr. Łukasz Kansy presented information and observations of his visit to 

Croatia held from April 2 to May 2. The province is comprised of 66 religious including the 

novices. There are eight communities situated in six different countries (Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Austria, Bulgaria and Italy). The median age is low and there are a good number of 

vocations. One notable community is that of Zagreb which has 36 religious, 16 who are in 

formation. From the data furnished by the Visitator, the Definitory made some decisions and 

presented recommendations to the province, principally to pay more attention to formation, 

which we know should be the focus of the best efforts in all circumscriptions. 
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For his part, Fr. Francisco Javier Mena updated us on the pastoral visitation he made to the 

General Delegation of Venezuela from April 13 to 29. The Delegation comprises four 

communities with 10 religious, 6 students in theology and 3 aspirants. Among the important 

pastoral ministries is the apostolate to the Secular Order, which is flourishing in the area, and 

also to our nuns. The present situation of our friars revolves around the serious political and 

economic crisis besetting the country, which inevitably affects community life. Vocations are not 

lacking, however, skills in vocational discernment and formation are necessary. The Definitory 

will send some directives to address this issue. 

Father General, for his part, shared with the Definitory impressions of his visits to the 

various places in Russia, Belorussia and Rome that pertain to the Province of Warsaw. Likewise, 

Fr. Daniel Chowning described the circumstances confronting the community of Bunnel (in 

Korona, Florida, USA) which he visited recently, and which forms part of the Warsaw Province. 

As regards the agenda, the pastoral visitation of the Warsaw province remains open and will 

conclude in the coming months. 

In addition to these pastoral visits, the agenda of our meeting included a discussion on the 

various fraternal visits conducted by the Definitors during the past weeks. Fr. Daniel Ehigie was 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo where he participated in the plenary council of the General 

Delegation of Congo from May 26 to 29. He also visited the Carmelite Nuns in Kinshasa. The 

Delegation has 57 religious (some of whom are living outside the Delegation) in 8 communities. 

They have 14 students, 4 novices and 9 postulants. The over-all situation of the Delegation is 

positive and hopeful. Among the areas that need immediate attention are vocational discernment 

and the formation of the candidates. 

The Vicar General, Fr. Agustí Borrell, shared the results of his fraternal visit to the 

community at the Teresianum (formerly known as the “permanent community”) from April 11 to 

21. A great diversity of ethnic backgrounds, ages, and personalities characterize this community 

of 24 religious. For particular reasons, the number of religious in the community has decreased 

considerably in the past years. We renew our gratitude to all those who work in the Faculty of 

Theology and the Institute of Spirituality for the service they render to the Order and to the 

Church. The Definitory encourages them in particular to nurture the life of fraternity and prayer, 

which are essential elements in any Carmelite community. 

One of the objectives of the visit was to dialogue with the community concerning the 

nomination of the new superior, after the nomination of Fr. Zdenko Križić as bishop. Taking this 

into account, and after having made the appropriate consultations, the Definitory decided to 

appoint Fr. Albert Wach of the Province of Cracow as the new superior of the community. We 

thank him for his availability. He assumes his post as rector of the Teresianum this September. 

We wish him a fruitful tenure. 

Fr. Johannes Gorantla visited some of our religious in Canada, most of whom are involved 

in parishes. They are exerting much effort to raise awareness for Carmelite spirituality in the area 

and to minister to groups of the Secular Order. Moreover, he took part in the meeting for the 

rereading of the Constitutions in Kotagiri from May 16 to 24. This gathering brought together 26 

religious from all over India. This welcome initiative forms part of the process of the rereading 

of the Constitutions that the Order is undertaking during this sexennium. At the end of this 
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meeting, they were able to gather various suggestions and proposals. In the same way, by the 

month of July the designated contact persons in every circumscription should send to the 

Commission the corresponding replies to the first four workbooks. 

During the sessions of the Definitory, we received detailed information from a number of 

our religious in the Generalate who perform specific tasks for the central government of the 

Order: 

— With the Procurator-General, Fr. Jean Joseph Bergara, we discussed a number of cases 

involving our religious that need referral to the Sacred Congregation for Religious and 

other entities in the Vatican for particular reasons. 

— The Secretary for Communications, Fr. Emilio Martínez and the webmaster, Fr. Johny 

Paulose, updated us about possible innovations for an updated website, as well as the 

steps taken to present a more dynamic presence in the social network. 

— The Archivist General, Fr. Angelo Lanfranchi, informed us about the initiatives taken in 

the past months to upgrade the systematization of the General Archives. He updated us 

on the efforts exerted to collect and preserve particularly valuable materials from 

different sources like the Historical Museum of Fr. Jean de la Croix, the Museum of the 

Missions as well as the archives of the Historical Institute of the Teresianum. The 

adequate conservation of the Order’s cultural and historical heritage for the benefit of the 

Order and for scientific research is indispensable. For this reason, we have decided to 

take the necessary steps to renovate the infrastructure and upgrade the facilities of the 

General Archives. 

— The Bursar-General, Fr. Attilio Ghisleri, as usual, presented us with a detailed report on 

the financial status of the center of the Order, which continues to be stable, and in the 

upturn. 

— The Secretary for Missionary Cooperation, Fr. Jerôme Paluku, updated us regarding the 

monetary contributions sent by the circumscriptions for the Mission Solidarity fund as 

approved by the General Chapter. We learned that a good number of provinces have not 

sent their donations. We encourage everyone to be generous with the missions and to be 

faithful in implementing the resolutions of the General Chapter. 

An added topic for discussion was the program for ongoing formation for our Discalced 

Carmelite Nuns. Last June 1 to 3, Father General summoned to Rome a group of friars from all 

over the world to deliberate on this particular topic. The undertaking is a response to a petition 

made by the Nuns present at the 2015 General Chapter in Avila. This takes into account the 

proposals presented to Fr. Saverio during the meeting of over a hundred Discalced Carmelite 

Nuns last February 3rd in Rome. The working conclusions formulated by the group of friars 

were sent to the Sisters who participated in the General Chapter or to their successors in the 

presidency of their respective Federations and Associations. In dialogue with the Sisters, we 

hope these conclusions will delineate as soon as possible the methodology, topics, and resources 

that will be placed at the disposal of all the monasteries who desire to use them for purposes of 

ongoing formation. 

Finally, we considered particular issues concerning Circumscriptions and specific religious. 

Likewise, we took stock of developments concerning some situations that require particular 
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attention especially in places that are under the direct jurisdiction of the center of the Order, in 

particular the Delegations of Israel and Egypt. 

At the conclusion of this Definitory meeting, we had the joy of sharing in a special and 

significant experience with the General Council of the Carmelites of the Ancient Observance 

(O.Carm.): last Saturday, in celebration of the Year of Mercy, the two groups crossed the 

threshold of the Holy Door in the Basilica of St. Peter together. For this occasion, the two 

generals, Fr. Fernando Millán, O.Carm. and Fr. Saverio Cannistrà, OCD, prepared a joint letter 

about Mercy in Carmel. It was an ideal occasion to renew our response to the Mercy of God and 

express our gratitude for His everlasting love. Moreover, this occasioned a deeper experience of 

the bonds of fraternity that unite the two families of Carmel. 

The next meeting of the General Definitory will be on September 5. In the name of the 

Definitory and the Community in the Generalate, we send you our fraternal greetings and our 

wishes for a happy and fruitful celebration of the upcoming feast of the Virgin of Carmel. May 

Mary continue to accompany and assist us with her example of discipleship and maternal 

solicitude.  

 

Fr. Saverio Cannistrà, General 

Fr. Agustí Borrell 

Fr. Łukasz Kansy 

Fr. Johannes Gorantla 

Fr. Daniel Chowning 

Fr. Francisco Javier Mena 

Fr. Mariano Agruda III 

Fr. Daniel Ehigie 

 


